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it printed early in December, as a defeufive warning againſt a meditated 
invaſion. The invaſion. has been fince attempted and failed. But the deſign 
is not laid afide. The FRENCH-DIiRECTORY continug/their hoſtile N 
immedi- 
ately again attempt it. Their Peace with Auſtria renders this probable. Thera 
can be now no neutrality for [riſhmen. If the veſſel incur a danger, all we 
are on board her-are equally expoſed ro ſuffer. This is the time for Ixr MN 
LOYALTY. Thirty thouſand French Plunderers can make no impreſſion upon. 
4 or 5, ooo, ooo of Iriſhnien, if we are but faithful to ourſelves. 15 5 
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Page 1 —For © Whatever is now wanting in the reſemblance the 
Hope to ſupply,” read,” y hope. 


age 21—PFor «« laid before his Majeſty' 85 bis Viceroy,” read, 
<« his Majeſty, our Viceroy.” 
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INTRODUCTION. 


e - Dvsuin, Mar 6th, 1797. 


T* E Engliſh Mail, of this evening, | announces the eoncluſion of | 
a Pac between AUSTRIA and FRANCE. - England it is ſuppoſed 
is not included in the treaty. It is iſed that the united force of 
the 


France, Spain, and: Holland, will be immediately empleyed for 


invaſion of England or Ireland. The eriſis ought not to diſcourage. 
It onght rather to call forth the whole energies of every native of 


the Britiſh Empire for its defence. 2 
This Addreſs was begun in OQober laſt, continued in November, 


and the greateſt part of it printed early in December. So far as it was 


deſigned to be a forewarning againſt the preparations of the French, 
at that period, for an immediate invaſion of Ireland, it may, to ſome, 
appear to be out of date. But, ſo far as it was 7 to arm the 
people of Ireland againſt the general ſentiment of French hoſtility, 


which flill ſubſiſts in all its violence, and is manifeſted by ther maritime 


preparations for another invaſſon, it is ſtill in ſeaſon, and muſt remain 
in force until that hoſtile: ſentiment gives place to a moro humane and 
amicable; policy. I fear that period is far diſtant, indeed. Until then 
the forms of a peace may be executed; but, without the accordin 
heart, peace can only prove a breathing time for another war. 

I way urged, by the following cauſes, to write this Addreſs ;---In 
September laſt the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council publiſhed the 
plan for arming the Yeomanry---avowedly to defend Ireland from a 


| meditated invaſion. On the 6th of October a letter, ſigned 


A LookeR-on, appeared in the Hibernian Journal, adviſing the 
Catholics not to enrol themſelves in the propoſed Armed Aſſociations, 
for the public- defence. The peculiar connections of that — 
cauſed that advice to be conſidered as an efficral ſignal, to a very widely 
extended party. Events verified the ſuppoſition. On the 12th of 
October, Parochial Meetings were held in Dublin, by public advertiſe- 
ment, for the purpoſe of obtaining ſignaturos to the rolls of Aſſocia- 
tion. Certain notorious Partifans attended to defeat the object, ard 
ſeveral reſolutions were paſſed in Veſtries, very remote from each 
other, at the ſame hour, which, when publiſhed, . were found to 
correſpond word for word with. each other. They all dented the 
danger of a Freneh invaſion —aſſerted, that the only danger which 
they could fee; was from the Orange Boys of Armagh = ſaw no occafion/ 
for arming again & — and —_— the government with 
the plan of arming t eomanry to place the kingdom in the beſt 
fate of defence; as a criminal trick, to excite a falfe alarm, for the 
moſt ſiniſter purpoſes. 3 | 8838 
It appeared to me that a certain Faction moving in concert, 
and aging togethir,”” was at the bottom of all this. The ſignal in 
the Hibernian Journal, and the Veſtry refolutions, all compoſed by the 
ſame perſons, and dictated by the ſame party, bad evidently but one 
end in view, to prevent the arming of the people to defend Iroland. 


I way 


4 


T was confirmed in this opinion by circumſtances. The other oppoſi- 
tion prints in Dublin, with the Belfaſt Northern Star, and the Cork 
Gazette, ſuddenly adopted the ſame tone. They, too, ſaw no omger 


E 


but from the Orange Boys at Armagh; and they condemned the plan 
of arming the Yeomanry, as a criminal trick of Adminiſtration. 
Vet more to my aſtoniſhment, when parliament met, the Oppoſition 
adopted the ſame raſh and unqualified language! _ Wy 
At the moment when this remarkable. agreement appeared between 
men, ſituated in the moſt diſtant parts of the kingdom, another 
remarkable agreement appeared between the ſame parties. They all 
magnified and extolled the courage, the reſources and the victories 
of the French Republicans, with whom we are at war. They all 
depreciated, condemned and ſlandered the courage, reſources and 
victories of the Auſtrians, with whom we are. allied. They all 
Tet up a cric of Reform and Emancipation—they all denied the exiſtence 
of treaſon or ſedition in Ireland-they all defended and pitied the 
Defenders they all gravely aſſerted, that their country could only be 
ſaved, from ruinous bad government, by turning out the preſent Admi- 


is. ak. 


the Catholics, as unenligbtened and ſuberſtitious men — yet they publicly 
affect to love and reſpect them. The Catholics are not eaſily deceived. 
The Oppoſition alone is completely duped. It is, perhaps unintentionally, 
ſubſervient to the Republican plans, ' ſo far as it weakens the powers of 
Government, and brings the laws into -diſreſpe&' with the common 
people, by inflamatory harangues. What egregious folly! In caſes | 
of public convulſion, the firſt who are ſure to periſh are thoſe 
MONGREL- POLITICIANS, who ſeek to plie in with the 
Multitude, without being ſufficiently defperate, at once, to encounter 
all the bloody lengths of Revolution, at which the Multitude aſpire. * 
Certain men deny the exiſtence of a plan to ſet up a Republican 
Government in Ireland. Some honeſt men are impoſed upon by this 
opinion. To them I anſwer Are the denials of accuſed Parties 
often taken as proof of their own innocence? Never. Can we forget 
other denials of thoſe. reſalute Sceptics 2. When the French Fleet of 
Men of War and Tranfports oo for ſeventeen days upon our coalts, _ 
with HOCHE and 25,000 Troops, they. DENIED. the exiſtence of our - 
danger, and charged the whole as an invention upon Government 
Ihe credit of their denials may be judged of from this inſtance If 
' their denials of our danger could have prevented our : defenſive pre- 
parations from -ORQober to December laſt, Ireland, might have ſine: © 
fallen a prey to a mercileſs, invading enemy, © e 
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ROMAN CATHOLICS. 


-Þ E . 1. AND, 
| UPON THE SUBJECT oF- 


4 1 N 6, 


AT THE 


PRESENT CRISIS. 


7 riends and Countrymen, 


CAN no longer reſtrain myſelf from e you upon the 
ſubject of the preſent alarming oriſis, without being myſelf guilty | 


of a criminal negle. The motive which impells me is a juſt, one. 


It is a regard for your deareſt intereſts, and for the welfare of my. 
country. The right by which I ſpeak is acknowledged: to be the 
common right of all men; Tt is no more than the diſcharge of. a- 


ſacred and affe&ionate duty. Every individual owes to the commu- 


nity of which he is a member, the, frank and modeſt. declaration of 


his ſentiments, in all caſes whefe he conceives that the communica- 


tion of his opinions may be promotive of the public tranquility or 


ſafety. 


arm and enroll your ſelves in our Volunteer Army for. its defence. 
But in oppoſition to this call, and to prevent your. arming to defend 


your. country, it is inſnuated by fome, and aſſerted ly others, that 


THERE IS NO REASON IO APPREHEND: AN INVA- 


SION OF YOUR COUNTRY, that IT IS iN NO DAN- 


GER FROM THE - DESIGNS OF A FOREIGN ENEMY; 


and that all preparations fur its defence are unneceſſary. . 


Here are two aſſertions. The former directly tends to call fo: th alt.” © 


the energies of your country in its defence, and, by conveying to the 
enemy à report of our active preparations, to awe them from 


attempting a deſcent upon our coaſts. In cantradiction of this, the 


You are fold, by the higheft authorities, that YOUR COUNTRY | 
IS THREA' FENED WITH INVASION : IT IS IN DAN 
GER FROM THE DESIGNS OF A FOREIGN ENEMY... - 
Yeu are called upon by your loyalty, your intereft and your glory, to 


ſecond aſſertion is deſigned, in a ſeaſon. of war and peril, to . . 
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. | One of theſe aſſertions muſt be falſe.—It is our bufineſs to diſcover 


which of them is the truth. —We can only do this by calmly and 
ſeriouſly examining, without paſſion or prejudice, into the grounds 
upon which they are both founded. It is certain, that if we permit 
ourſelves to be warped by the artifices of party, in our examination 
of ſo important a queſtion, we only deceive and mjure ourſelves and 
Our country. : | : 
WE will firſt examine the aſſertion, that Ireland is threatened with 
an invaſion, and that it is in danger from the deſigns of a foreign 


any former war, as ſufficient evidence of the enemy's hoſtile intents 
againſt our country, fo as to put us upon our guard, ought to weigh 
as much with us, if exiſting in the preſent inſtance. The faireſt and 
moſt impartial mode is, to determine particular caſes by acknow- 
ledged general principles. How then could we, in any ſimilar caſe, 
acquire a knowledge of an intended invaſion ? By no other mode but 
by information of the enemy's deſign and preparations againſt us, 
' conveyed to us from the enemy's territory. If reports reached us 


are in alliance, and which has not ſet on foot a-ſea or land force for 
the attempt, we might with reaſon doubt the truth of ſuch intelli- 


ſtates, with which. we are actually engaged in a long and bloody war; 
when we hear and have a right to ſuſpect, that their preparations are 
deſigned againſt us; and when we have had ſo many recent proofs of 
their defperate and ſucceſsful enterpriſes; with ſuch enemies, it 
behoves us to guard againſt every poſfible danger, as prebable and 
immediately at our doors. A vigilant caution is the ſureſt ſafe- guard 
of nations. We are called upon, by the ſeaſon of hoſtility, to caſt 
away, or poſtpone, all partial conſiderations ; to ſummon our wifeſt 
counſels ; to embody and arm our beſt and braveſt ſpirits, the lower 
of our gallant Iriſhmen ; and, with the whole puiſfance and loyalty 
of our country, to aſſume the ſublime and formidable attitude of a 
PATRIOT PEOPLE, inſpired by one foul and one object; — 
A NATION of VOLUNTEER SOLDIERY, animated by the 


ſword” in one common cauſe, for our common defence. 


ſeveral months, received public information, and ample forewarnings 
of the enemy's preparations and defigns againſt our country. We 


ſome time, and is now equipping againſt us, along. the coaſts of 
France, Belgium and Holland. Theſe circumſtances have been 
atailed to us, not once only, but repeatedly ; not by one political 


y the captains and crews of neutral veſſels, from different ports 
h upon 


enemy. It muſt be admitted, that whatever would be conſidered, in 


of an attack meditated againſt our country, by a ſtate with which we 


gence. But when we are informed, from the very beft ſources of 
information, of the preparations, by ſea and land, of powerful 


« manly ſpirit of our free conſtitution; ſanctioned by the call of the . 
legiſlature, by the voice of our gracious Sovereign, and drawing the 


Through every channel which remains open to us, we have, for 


have been admoniſhed, that a powerful armament has been, for 


Ny, orFonc ſet of men, but by men of oppoſite political parties, 


3 : 


upon the enemicsꝰ coaſts moſt favourable for ſuch an expedition. _ 


We haye had this important intelligence confirmed by the depoſitions 
of Britiſh- ſeamen eſcaped from impriſonment in the maritime towns 
of the French republic. The Paris Journals ſpeak with threatening 
exultation of their mighty preparations to make a deſcent upon our 
country. They enumerate the different invaſions of the Britiſh 


Empire which have taken place: They calculate how many have 


ſucceeded; and declare, that if any have failed, the failure has been 
owing more to a want of preparation on the part of the invaders, 
than to any other eauſe. They feck to excite the ſpirits of their 
countrymen, our inveterate enemies, by boaſting, that their projects 


of viſiting us with the fraternity of fire and ſword, to plunder and 


deſolate our land, muft prove fucceſsful. They expreſs an audaci- 
ous hope, that a debarkation of fome twenty or thirty thouſand of 
their troops, the utmoſt which they can expect to land here at one 
time, would prove ſufficient for the conqueſt of this large and popu- 


lous and noble ifland, They indulge the bold expeQation, that with 


ſo ſmall a force they will be able to annikilate all the hereditary 
power and privileges of the ſtate ; to parcel out among their ſangui- 
nary followers, and among the loweſt of our own factious dema- 
gogues, the territorial property of our great land-holders; and to 
plant their fatal tree of liberty, ſmeared with the blood of our clergy, 
upon the ſmoaking aſhes of the altar and the throne, in the preſence 
of five millions of ſubjugated Iriſhmen. It is plain, Sirs, upon 


what foundation they build the hopes by which they ſeek to ſpirit up 


their ſoldiers and ſailors to undertake this raſh enterprize. It is not 
by an. opinion that we are deficient in, courage that they are infpired 
to look for the defeat of our five millions of Iriſhmen, by their handful 
of twenty or thirty thouſand Frenchmen. The ſuperiority of our 
numbers muſt. prevail againft them; and the annals of Europe bear 
a glorious evidence, that a want of bravery is no part of the Iriſh 
character. Our enemies know this, for they have reaped many 
bloody proofs of the hereditary valour of Iriſhmen. But they hope 
that the republican troops, inured to camps, familiar with {laughter 
and inſpired by the hope of plunder, WILL FIND THE EN 
OF IRELAND, at preſent, UNTRAINED, UNDISCIPLIN- 
ED, STRANGERS TO THE MILITARY ART, AND 
UNACQUAINTED WITH THE MANLY EXERCISE OF 
ARMS. They rely leſs upon therr own firength than upon finding us 
UNPREPARED FOR & ESISTANCE; in a flate of feeble 
inactivity, of defenceleſs indolence ; the prey of iale, Fern. 
peculations, and of unworthy parties.  T hus they are of opinion, 
that a bold attempt will produce them a cheap and eaſy victory; 
that a deſcent, being once made, muſt prove ſucceſsful ; and that, 
forgetful of ourſelves and of our families—of the duties which we 
owe to our moſt gracious Sovereign, to our country, and to the 
igh heroic character of our anceſtors-—we will permit their hordes 
1 freebooters, to bear acroſs the ſeas, the wealth and the ſpoils of 
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Treland, to depoſit them with the wealth and the ſpoils of Holland, 
of Belgium, and of Italy, as new trophies for the national muſeum, 

and a freſh ſource of riches to the treaſury of the Republic. 
But, Sirs, the evidences of an intended invaſion of our country, 
are not confined to the points of information which I have already 
mentioned. — Although they are fully ſufficient to awaken the 
courageous patriotiſm of all honeſt Iriſhmen, and to induce them to 
take up arms in defence of their property, their civil and religious 
rights; in defence of their families, their King and country. We 
have had the information of their dangerous deſigns, which we 
received from the enemies? own territories, confirmed by an illuſtrious 
perſonage at home, who poſſeſſes all the beſt ſources of information 
upon the ſubject, His Majeſty, in his ſpeech to the Lords and 
Commons, at the commencement of the preſent ſeſſion of the 
Britiſh Parliament, warned them of the dangerous deſigns of the 
enemy, He exhorted them to co-operate with him and with his 
people, in'making every military preparation, to defend their country 
from the threatened attack. The parliament of England, which 
had been convened at an early ſeaſon, availed itſelf of this mig 
admonition. A leyy of 105,000 troops was voted for the defence of 
the country, to enable it to bid defiance to any power, which the 
enemy might raſhly venture againſt it. In this kingdom, govern- 
ment, having timely notice of the enemy's deſigns, exerted a laudable 
vigilance before the parliament met. A plan for arming the 
Yeomanry, as a Volunteer Soldiery, was drawn up, without delay, 
under the ſanction of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. It was 
printed, and diſtributed at the Caſtle of Dublin, to the Nobility and 
Gentry, in order to excite them to arm their tenantry againſt the 
threatened emergency. It was alſo publiſhed in the newſpapers in 
the metropolis, and in the counties. It produced an immediate and 
happy effect, in almoſt every part of the kingdom. From idle 
eee upon the impending danger, the people reſorted to the 
ure means of averting it, Vague ſentiments of apprehenſion gave 
way to the courageous. energy of general enthuſiaſm, The 
Yeomanry rapidly enrolled their names in the glorious liſts of their 
country's voluntary guardians and defenders. While the flame of 
patriotiſm pervaded the land, our farhament was convened and 
aſſembled. His Excellency the Earl of Camden, at the opening of 
the ſeſſion, warned the Lords and Commons of the deſigns of the 
enemy againſt our country. He exhorted them to co-operate with 
him and with the people, in taking every neceſſary ſtep for the 
defence of the kingdom. Our parliament did not turn a deaf ear to 
the gracious warning. It immediately paſſed an act, for arming 
the Yeomanry. His Majeſty gave it his royal aſſent. In the mean 
tune the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs of the City of Dublin, gave a 
noble proof of their patriotiſm. They convened the Church- 
Wardens of the different pariſhes, and, with them, paſſed a reſolution 
at the Manſion-Houſe, to ſummon the inhabitants of the different 
pariſhes, 


\. 


meaſure. With deep concern the public beheld, among the men 


+ 
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pariſhes, to conſider of raiſing four Regiments of Volunteers, with 
the conſent of government, from the four diviſions of the metropolis. 
Þ paſs over here the efforts made to prevent and impede this ſalutary 


who ſought, at the parochial meetings, to hold down the hands of Ireland, 


in the moment when ſhe was threatened with invaſion, a few individuals, 


_ of Dublin. 


who were well known to have been members of the memorable 


Catholic convention, and of the ative ſociety of United Iriſhmen.. 


They employed their utmoſt efforts to defeat it, but the meaſure of 
arming in Volunteer aſſociations, was warmly taken up by the citizens 
n. Arms and accoutrements were given out, by govern- 
ment, to thoſe who enrolled. themſelves; and approved of perſons 
were appointed to command the City Volunteers and alſo to officer 
the Yeomanry, arming all through the kingdom. Theſe, in a ſhort 
time, amounted to three hundred gorps, which are rapidly filling up 


with the courageous youth of Ireland. Our regular Troops were 


encreaſed by the landing of ſeveral freſh regiments from the ſiſter 
country. Our Militia were reviewed, and perfe&ed in the military 
diſcipline. by able Generals. Our coaſts, which lie moſt open to 
aſſault, were ſtrengthened. New batteries were raiſed, to com- 


mand the approaches. Old forts were repaired, and remounted 


with cannon. New forts were erected, and camps marked out, 


in ſituations moſt favourable for preſenting an immediate and power- 


ful check to the landing of an enemy, 


The facts of which I ſpeak are notorious. They reſiſt all the 


effrontery of interęſted denial. Even the ſtubborn, the affected ſcepti- 


ciſm of party, is reluctantly compelled to admit, that our prepara- 


tions are neceſſary, for the hoſtile preparations againſt us are np 


longer to be doubted or denied. In the late famous debate on the 
Cavalry Bill, in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, Fox, and the 
other leaders of the Engliſh oppoſition, were forced to admit their 
knowledge of the preparations to invade one part of the Britith 
dominions. They oppoſed the miniſter's plan for arming England, 
by declaring, that the DANGER OF INVASION AS 
LEVELLED AGAINST IRELAND. An aſſertion which is 
confirmed by the declarations in the French Journals, for ſeveral 
months paſt. x | 5 | | 
I have thus ſtated the exiſting evidences of the enemy's defigns 
againſt our country. I have alſo enumerated the leading facts of 
military preparation in Ireland, which prove that his. Majeſty, his 
beſt and wiſeſt counſellors, with the parliaments, and all unpartial, 
loyal men, in both kingdoms, entertain a certain apprehenſion of a 
meditated deſcent upon our country. 1 
II. But it is inſinuated by ſome, it is aſſerted by others, that 
there is no reaſon to apprehend an invaſion of Ireland, at preſent : 
that Ireland is not in any danger from the deſigns of the enemy; and 
that there is not a neceſſity for a voluntary enrollment of the people in 
armed affaciations, to guard and defend their country. 5 
1C 
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The men who venture to maintain this aſſertion ought to have 4 


ſome very powerful and obvious reaſons for the doubt whieh the 
affect, of the hoſtile intentions againſt our country. They ought 
to have plain, poſitive proofs in their favour, to offer to 'the; 
countrymen. I fay poſitive and very powerful proofs of their a 
tion, beeauſe it is directly caleulated yo prevent the arming .ot - 
people for the defenee of their country, in a ſeaſon of deſperate 
hoſtility: it has but one immediate tendency, to paralize Ireland; 
to render her military preparations fruitleſs, and to keep her in 
a defenceleſs ſtate, expoſed to fall a prey to the firſt attack of an 
invader. What, Sirs, would be our fituation, if by the uncertain 
events of the war, an unexpected attack upon ſome other important 
part of the Britiſh empire, rendered the withdrawing a portion of 
our regular Troops neceſſary for its defence? No man is competent 
to fay, that ſuch a circumſtance will not happen, and it is the point 
of true wiſdom to guard againſt the worſt. With an Army of 
Veluntrers, bound to their King by affeQion, exemplified in their 
recent voluntary Oath of Allegiance ; bound to their countrymen by 
the ties of kindred, of friendſhip and familiarity; bound to their 
country by their property in its ſoil ; with ſuch men, Sirs, à gatlant 
and Joya] citizen Soldiery, ſtationed in their reſident diftricts, and well 
acquainted with the faſtnefſes of the country, we could have 
nothing to fear from any internal or external foe. Secure in their 
protection, we could manifeſt our zeal, without at all endangering 
ourſelves, by granting a part, if not the whole of our regular 


forees, to the common defence of whatever other member of the 
empire might ſtand in need of their aid. On the contrary, without 


an Army F our Volunteers, we muſt be expoſed to maſſacre and 
plunder, by mobs and inſurreQions of the lower orders, in the event 
of an invaſion. If, in ſuch a criſis, our Regulars and Militia march 
to oppoſe and repulſe the enemy, who, in their abſence, can 
reſtrain the fury of the multitude? who can :preſerve internal 
peace, enforce the laws, and guard life and property in the 


metropolis and diftrifs of the country, which muſt then, be left naked 


of JYroupe, and of all public force for the public ſecurity and protec- 
tion! Ra | 

Powerful, indeed, ought the reaſcns to be, which are offered to 
defend an affected doubt of the deſigns of the enemy againſt us. 
Reſpectable ought the men to be, of moſt approved wiſdom and 
loyalty, and poſſeſſing full authentic information, who demand credit 
for an aſſertion, which, if erroneous, or deſignedly falſe, tends to 
the difgrace, loſs, and injury, if not to the ruin and ſubjugation of 
Ireland. On the contrary, a military preparation, on the part of 
the Iriſh government and people, is not only neceſſary, and ſuited to 


our preſent fate of war, but it affords a proof of vigilance, of 


loyalty and of union, between all parts of the ſtate. . Without a 
ſingle diſadvantage, it muſt produèe the moſt eſſential benefits to the 
country. Already the moſt ſalutary effects reſult from the meaſure. 
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In many counties, the Gentry, from the winter of 1792, to the-preſent. 
winter, feared to reſide in their own houſes, when the long dark 
nights afforded an opportunity for the enterpriſes of the Defenders. 
Large gangs of miſcreants, at open war with fociety, raamed over 
the country. They ſurrounded, and broke open the dwellings of 


the rich and the poor, in the dead hour of reſt. Whezever they 


went they took away, by force, from the owners, their ſwords, 
their fire-arms, and every other weapon of defence. They only 
plundered thoſe who fubmitted without reſiſtance, but the few, who 
attempted to defend their lives and property, they murdered, wher- 
ever they fell into their hands. Several perſons, who had been active 
in ſupporting the laws, and in bringing them to juſtice, they waylaid 
and aſſaſũnated. Thus the laws were in danger af becoming a dead- 
letter. Men feared to reſort to the tribunals of juſtice for protee- 
tion, fince to obtain redreſs by law for one injury, was a ſure mode 
to expoſe the ſufferer to have his houſe fired, and his life taken 
away by confpiring aſſaſſins. Such WAS the late-unhappy ſituation 
of ſeveral counties of Ireland. But, fince the raiſing of the armed 
eomanry,the face of the country has been there moſt happily chang- 
ed. Phe laws are now reſpected and obſerved : they poſſeſs all their 
ſalutary force and efficacy. The late inſurgents are intimidated and 
held in due order: it is to be hoped that they ſee the folly and the 
guilt of their recent mifcondu&. - The country Gentry now reſide 
in their own dwellings, in the depth of winter, without being 
neceſſitated to keep numerous and expenſive guards, to watch over 
and defend them. They lie down to ſleep, without any apprehen-. 
Hon of having their throats cut before the morning. Their property 
is ſecured, for not ſo much as one band of Defenders has, F late, 
been known to venture forth to the work of fpoliation. No perſon, 
has been, for ſome time, either aſſaulted or cut, or mutilated by the 
miſereants. Not a ſingle robbery have they committed. Not a 
horſe, a cow, nor a ſheep, has been houghed ; nor have we heard 
of- even a ſingle hen-rooſt being broke open in the county of 
LOUTH, and oTHER DISTRICTS, where outrage, robbery and 
murder, had fo long and ſo lately eſtabliſhed their Head. guat ters. 
The opening and the courſe of this winter, have fully aſcertained this 
happy reverfe. Yet its commencement was dreaded by the well- 
affected inhabitants of thoſe diſtricts, as a return of their perſecution 


and oppreſſions. The banditti alone rejoiced in the return of the 


rigorous ſeaſon, as the commencement of their campaign againſt life 
and property. Nevertheleſs, where terror was ſo lately the order 
of the night,” all is now peace and ſecurity, under the mild dominica - 
of the laws, and the regular adminiſtration of juſtice. 

My friends, I afk of you, is this ſudden change from a ſtate of 
diſorder, bloodſhed, and general inſecurity, to a ſtate of general 
quigt, is it no bleſſing to our country? You will anſwer, that it is a 
great and ſignal bleſſirg, which you behold with pride and pleaſure. 
Ought we not then, my countrymen, by every means in our power, 
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very infancy, rendered ſo ſignal a ſervice to our country? Vet, this 


(4) 
to applaud and ſtrengthen the glorious inſtitution, which has, in its 


eſſential ſervice was effected by the armed Yeomanry, which impru- 
dent, raſh and evil counſellors adviſe you to dppoſe and vilify. - It was 

fected by our newly raiſed Volunteers, who, active and watchful in 
diſcharge of the moſt ſacred duties, are ready to mount on horſe 
back at any hour of the day and night, to ſcour the country, to pro- 
tect the peaceable, and to bring Offenders and Defenders to juſtice, 
I ſpeak with the force and feelings of onviction of theſe illuſtrious 
men, who, wherever they are embodied, have already given a 
more elevated turn to public ſentiment, and a purer ſenſe to political 
morality. Their preſence has abaſhed and ſilenced the unſettled, 
the vifionary and the diſaffected. Their union, their numbers, and 


their weight, have lent a freſh vigour, a new ſoul, and vital play, 


to the principles of the conſtitution, of loyalty and ſubordination, 
which are the only. baſis of the commonweal. Their voice, like an 
almighty fiat, has, in ſcenes of diſturbance, drawn order out of 


chaos, and ſubſtituted the reign of the laws, for the tyrannous 


miſrule of violence. It has exchanged the terror of rapine, which 
was felt by honeſt men, for the terror of juſtice, in the breaſts of a 
furious banditti,. and the wild uproar of anarchial depredation, for 
the ſweet and happy calm of well regulated ſociety. 

The counſellors, who are ſo wilfully blind as not to be able to 
ſee our danger from the armaments of a foreign enemy, tell us, that 
the only danger which threatens Ireland is from the outrages o 
the Orange-boys, in the county of Armagh, and other northern diſ- 
tris. Theſe men affect to feel very much for the diſturbances 
in that county; yet obſerve what little ſincerity there is in their 
profeſſions. They know that our old Volunteers not only ſaved 


Ireland from invaſion, but that they freed it from internal diſturb- 
ances; and they are alſo acquainted with the fact, that our newly 
raiſed Volunteers have already, in leſs than three months, without 


bloodſhed, put a ſtop to inſurrection, and produced tranquility in ſome 
connties, which were ſo long and lately the head-quarters of out- 
rage and defenderiſm. Why then do theſe men, who affect to 
wiſh for an end to the diſturbances in the county of Armagh, ſeek 
alſo, by themſelves and their emiſſaries, to prevent the array of 
the Yeomanry in that county, although they know that the array 
of the Yeomanry there would immediately terminate the diſorders, 
of which they affect to complain ſo loudly? ? 

I have heard from reſpectable perſons who were lately in that 
part of the country that the affe&ed Quietiſts of whom I ſpeak, are 
themſelves mainly inſtrumental in fomenting the religious animoſities 
in the northern diſtrias. I ſimply ſtate this for the conſideration of 
others, as my local information, in this particular point is confined. 
But, even if innocent of fomenting the diſturbances, it is plain that 
they ſeek to prevent the reſtoration of tranquility, by employing 


themſelves and their emiſſaries to oppoſe the array of the armed 
| . Yeomanry 
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Yeomanry in the diſturbed diſtricts, and by reſorting to every ſpecies 
of falſbood, intimidation, and even to murder, to prevent well 
affected men from enrolling themſelves in the glorious liſts of their 
country's guardians. 1 „ 

If a general conciliation of the adverſe parties and putting a ſtop 
to their horrid enormities be the end which the a ected quietifts of 
Dublin and the North ſeek why do they oppoſe the direct means of 
producing that end ? In Dublin they only reſort to calumnies and 
intimidation to prevent the array of the Volunteers. They dare not, 
under the immediate eye ofgovernment carry their efforts further here. 
But, in the North, they avail themſelves of local circumſtances to 
go the full length of outrage againſt men who are well affected to 
the laws and expreſs & diſpoſition to enroll themſelves in the armed 
Yeomanry. The proclamation iſſued by the Lord Lieutenant and 
Privy Council on the 6th of laſt month, contains matter for the 
ſerious conſideration of every friend to his country. The following 
extract from it is a proof how far the ſpirit is carried, of oppoſing 
every meaſure neceſſary for reſtoring tranquility in the diſturbed 
diſtrifts, or for the general defence of the country.—** Whereas we 
have received information, that divers ill affected perſons have en- 
tered into illegal and treaſonable aſſociations, in ſeveral parts of the 
counties of Antrim, Down, Tyrone, Londonderry, and Armagh, to 
ſubvert the eflabliſhed government of this kingdom, and in effecting 
ſuch their treaſonable purpoſes, have aſſaſſinated divers of his Majeſty's 
faithful and loyal ſubjects, who have endeauoured and threaten to 
aſſaſſmate all others who ſhall endeavour to detect or ſuppreſs their 
treaſon : and in 2 proſecution of their deſigns, have endevoured 
to deter his 19 loyal ſubjects FROM ENROLLING 
THEMSELVES UNDER OFFICERS COMMISSIONED BY 
HIS MAJESTY FOR THE DEFENCE OF THIS KING- 
DOM, DURING THE PRESENT WAR, z) MAIMING 
AND: DESTROYING THEIR CATTLE, and by aſſembling 
and WANTONLY WOUNDING ONE PERSON awvowedly 
BECAUSE HE HAD ENROLLED HIMSELF, and by threaten- 
ing ASSASSINATION AGAINST ALL PERSONS WHO 
SHOULD SO ENROLL THEMSELVES.” SR. 

There are ſome extraordinary circumſtances attending other ſtate- 
ments of the diſturbances in the county of Armagh, Admitting that 


they have been impartially given to the public, it would be indeed 


very difficult to account for the contradictory ſtories which we have 
heard. Early in the preſent ſeſüon of Parliament, an Honorable 
Gentleman, a | diſtinguiſhed leader of the oppoſition, aſſerted in the 
Houſe of Commons that ſeven hundred families were forced to fly 
from the county of Armagh, to eſcape a cruel and murderous per- 
ſecution. By his ating a preriſe, groſs number, men were, at firſt, 
led to imagine that the Honorable Senator did not lightly hazard an 
aſſertion ſo important, upon weak grounds of general ſuppoſition o 
vague report. They were * opinion that he ſpoke from an actual 
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ſurvey or enquiry into the facts to which he called the attention of 
Parliament. Yet, in a few days after his firſt ſtatement, to the 
Public aſtoniſhment, the ſame honorable ſenator, in the Houſe of 
Commons; ftated that the number of families which had been 
obliged to fly from the county of Armagh, . amounted to fourteen 
hundred ! | 5 

I confeſs I was ſuprized by this ſudden variation in the honorablo 
. gentleman's ſtatements. Granting full credit to his own.declarations 
of humane intention, we mutt ſtill ſuſpect the truth of bis informa- 
tion. The horrid ovtrages in the eounty of Armagh are indeed 
a diſgrace to our country. But they have not grown up in a day. 
They ariſe from an old and inveterate rancour, which has actually 
exiſted for years. It is therefore rather ſingular that the honorable 
gentleman, who unites the moſt brilliant talents with many proteſ- 
fional ſources of informatron upon the ſubject, ſhould, after all, 
draw his ſtatements from aſſertions which he muft now admit to be 
unfounded or erroneous or partial. He did not give his fr ſtate- 
ment of ſeven hundred families as a partial, but as a groſs amount. 
Yet his own declaration ſo immediately after, by doubling the number 
in a few days to fourteen hundred families, in a great meaſure, 


deſtroyed the credit of his former ſtatement. Either he ſpoke from 8 
his 6wn knowledge of facts, or from the reports of others. We p 
cannot ſuppoſe the former becauſe of the fudden variation in his ſtate- 6 
ments Re muſt therefore have received his information from ſome 2 
perfons who by Rating à preciſe, groſs number, wiſhed to impoſe an L 
opinion upon the honorable gentleman that they had been at the he 


trouble of making out a correct liſt of the ſufferers, with their names h 
and places of abode, drawn up aſter a rigorous ſcrutiny and local MW 
knowledge of the truth of the facts aſſerted. Such a document for- 
mally verified might indeed be a ground to proceed upon. But it is 
nov plainly proved, if the latter ſtatement of fourteen hundred fa- 
milies be correct, that the honorable gentleman's firſt reporter 
did not ſpeak from a ſcrutiny of facts, at the ſcent of diſturbance, 
or he would never have ſo widely differed from the ſecond ſtate- 
ment. A clear conviction follows that the firſt reporter. ſpoke hy 
gueſs and at random, from hearſay and floating rumours, which, even 
in matters of common import, are ever exaggerated and moſt fre- 
quently falſe, but which, in affairs of party prejudice. or eivil difſen- 
| Zion, are leaft of all worthy of a ſerious conſideration. - How 
then are we to form a<judgment upon a. ſubject on which we 
find that a gentleman, diſtinguiſhed by eminent abilities and ſuppoſed 
'o0d information, is ſo extremely involved in uncertainty and error. 
We are forced to admit that one of his ſources of information was 
founded upon gueſs or rumour, and that his dn firſt ſtatement was 
founded upon his hearfay of another's heurſay, Which led him into an 
error. In this dilemma we know not which · acbsunt to believe. The 
two accounts which he received could not be well founded, and the 
N | | moment 
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moment we admit a doubt of one, we admit of a ſuſpicien which is 
fatal to the credit of the other. | - 

Another honorable gentleman remarked upon the extraordinary 
belief that 1400 families, which, at only five perſons to each family, 
amounted te 1000 perſons, had fled from ſo ſmall a county as Armagh, 
He was of opinion that no reaſonable man could impoſe a belief upon 
himſelf of ſo improbable a ſtory. _ | 

| have converſed upon this ſubje& with ſome perſons who appear- 
ed, to me, reſolved to believe the wor, I have uniformly demanded 
of them.why do we not ſee a printed liſt containing the names of the 
ufferers, the landlordt under whom they lived, the places of their 
| reſidence, the dates when they fled, and, what is of as much con- 
ſequence, the names of the perſons under whom they now are renters, 
with the places to which they have removed. An account of this 
kind verified by mep of credit and impartiality, wopld be indeed of 
importance. | 8 5 1 
| have been told that it was impoſſible to do this, becauſe of the 
* difficulty of aſcertaining the perſons of the ſufferers, So much for 
| the foundation of the accounts which are given in the public papers 
N on this ſubjet, Individuals ſtep forward with. a ſtatement con- 

taining an aſſertion, that an nt number of perſons or fami- 

lies have ſuffered. Such a ſtatement to be worthy of any credit, 
could only be obtained by knowing and reckoning up the indiyiduals 
or heads of families who gre ſaid to have ſuffered. Yet when we 
demand a verified liſt of the individuals compoſing the aſcertained 
number aſſerted to have ſuffered, we are gravely informed that 
it is impoſſible to aſcertain the individuals! Without any chance of 
being deemed very unreaſonable or incredulous, may we not ven- 
ture to aſk by what means then have they ſucceeded in ſumming up 
the groſs amount ? 5 | RD 


An impartial man in relating the horrid outrages committed in the 


county of Armagh, will find little pleaſure in exaggerating them; he 
can have .zo intereſt to promote, no object to gain by exaggeration. 
He will trace the {ad, the diſgraceful ſtory, with mingled emotions 
of ſorrow and ſhame and pity and indignation. But in his relation 
pf: crimes, ſhocking to humanity, he will adhere to fa,; he will 
aſſign guilt and hatred to their true canſes. The enormities, of 
hich J ſpeak, ariſe from an old inveterate enmity between the 
Proteſtants and Catholigs in that part of the country. It is a melan- 
holy fact that a difference of religious opinion has been the ſource 
of this horrid animoſity : each party has, in its turn, abuſed its power 
ver the other; each party has alternately acted the part of the op- 
reflors and the opprefſed. I hat which is the moſt numerous. 
as defeated and purſued its adverſaries with all the ſavage 
taliation of a people of violent paſſions, in a country diſtrict. Such a 
inditiye ſpirit is the general characteriſtic of all men of untutored 
otions, who imbibe their friendſhips and their hatreds with the 
ouriſhment from their mother's breaſts.” Men who inherit the 
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prejudices and quarrels of their fathers are too apt to lock upon them 
as a ſort of poſſeſſion which they are religiouſly bound to maintain 
through life with unabated fury. „„ | 
Every honeſt impartial man will lament, with me, the cruel out- 
Tages which have taken place in the county of Armagh. Every 
honeſt impartial man will reprobate the frantic ſpirit in which they 
originated, and by which they are continued, But I am of opinion 
that accounts of them have been groſsly exaggerated for party purpoſes. 
J have remarked that the men who affect to give the fronge/t pictures 
of the outrages of the Orange Boys, were either wholly ſilent upon 

the enormities committed by the Defenders in the hotteff fury of 
their inſurreFion; or that they ſpoke of them with a ſort of e 
tion and ſympathy calculated, and perhaps deſigned, to give an impreſ- 
ſion of their crimes as ſo many imprudent virtues. Why this ex- 
traordinary diſtinction? J am at no loſs in accounting for it. I ſee 
-# Republican Faction ranging the whole iſland for cauſes of public 
diſoontent. Where cauſes do not exiſt, this faction, in the true ſpirit 
of Revolutionary Patriotiſm, very induſtriouſly manufaQtures them, 
in purſuit of its ultimate obje&. Such men lay their account in ex- 
Citing public diſturbances, becauſe all general violations of the laws 
add tothe number of the lawleſs and decreaſe the number of good 
ſubjeQs. Men who aim to overthrow an eſtabliſhed conſtitution, are 
aware that they can never ſucceed by promoting order, an affection 
for magiſtrates, a reverence for the Ruling Power, or obedience to 
the laws, That indeed would be to propoſe to themſelves an obje& 
and at the ſame time to take meaſures to place it beyond their reach. 
But they do not act ſo inconſiſtently. They cannot be juſtly charged 
with ſpeaking reverently of the Jaws, of magiſtrates, or of the Ruling 
Power. Anarchy is' their ſeaſon; ſubverſion their hope; and force 
and violence their means. In order to enable themſelves to employ 
the arm of the multitude, for their own purpoſes, they firſt ſeek to 
effect a moral revolution, a contempt for every thing noble and 
ſacred, and a ſavage ſpirit of inſubordination in their minds. This 
profligate ſcheme they cover with the maſk of Philoſophy. They 
give themſelves little concern about what are the religious or goliti- 
cal opinibns of their 'partiſans. * An attachment to principle could 
only prove an obſtacle to men who cannot accompliſh” theip views 
without a deliberate violation of every principle. Hence it is enough 
for them to know that their converts agree in two main points with 
them, an averſion to the reſtraints of law, and a determination to 
break looſe from all ſuch reſtraints as early as poſſible. They do 
not require to know the individual perſonally, much leſs to know 
that he is of reputed integrity. It is a ſufficient recommendation to 
them to hear that he is formally charged with ſedition, conſpiracy, 
or h:gh treaſon. Their being told that a franger is ſoiled with any 
of theſe: heinous charges, induces them immediately to range upan his 
ſide, to eſpouſe his cauſe, and to extoll him to the ſkies as a Patriot, 


a Hero, anda Public Martyr. Without enquiry, without knowledge 
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of cifeumſtances, or being able even to gueſs at the facts of which 


he is accuſed, they, at once, pronounce him an innocent, perſecuted, 
injured man. It is not very difficult to gueſs in what this extraordi- 
nary ſympathy is founded. Perſons embarked in the ſame purſuits 
vindicate each other and ſympathiſe in their mutual ſufferings.— 
When thieves, burglars and high-way men ſuffer at the gallows, 


thieves, burglars ahd high-way men curſe” the laws which puniſh 


them, and are touched with ſorrow for their hard fate. When a 
wretched courtezan'is Tentenced to the Houſe of Correction, there 
is not one of the frail ſiſter- hood who is not filled with commiſera- 
tion, and who does not already anticipate the laſhes upon her own 
back. The obſervation is founded in human nature; the application 
of it is obvious. Our Political Sympathiſers, one day, levy a few 
thouſand Volunteer PotatoeDiggers;to dig for a Reform, and, on the next 
they excite a few Catholics and Proteſtants to cut each others throats, 
in purſuit of the ſame obje&.''' To raife the commotion and then 
charge government with fomenting it—is their policy: And, upon 
this principle, they reckon upon every diſturbance and exaſperation 


of the publie mind as a freſh-levy of recruits to their regular 
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forces. | . 

Men of this ſtamp, privately, by inſinuation, charge government with 
favouring the outrages of the Orange Boys; and, as to favour great 
atrocities is more guilty than to favour leſſer crimes, they exag- 
gerate the atrocities of the Orange Boys, to exite a greater odium 
againſt the government. This accounts for all the exaggerations 
we have heard on this ſubject. e,, ; 

I will ſubmit it to the common ſenſe of every man to determine 


* +. 


upon the credit of this heinous infinuation. His Majeſty's Attorney 


General in this preſent” ſeſſion of parliament, brought a bill into 
the Houſe of Commons to aſſeſs the county of Armagh, for the 
full amount of damages ſuffered by any individual, Proteſtant or 


Catholic in the county. The bill paſſed with the full ſupport of 
government. Thus the moſt direct means of putting a ſtop to the 


outrages of the Orange Boys have been reſorted to by government, 
ſince it is now made the intereſt of every man in the diſturbed diſ- 
trièts to prevent the robbery or injury of his neighbour. But men, 
who are fertile in objections to honeſt meaſures, inform us that this 


act of parliament is of no effect, for that individuals fear to interfere 
in defence of the ſufferers, and that they chuſe rather to pay their 
ſhare of the aſſeſſment than to expoſe themſelves to a ſhare of the 
injury. We are told that this fear of individuals to interfere for the 
defence of each other, is founded in their want of ſtrength. + But 

who are the men who tell us this? The very men who have both 


in Dublin and in the North, and every other part of the kingdom 
laboured to prevent the embodying of a Volunteer force of armed 


233 to preſerve and reſtore internal tranquility, and to repel 


external enemy! It is a whimſical dilemma in which theſe men 


would place us. They would have us believe that they really wiſh for 
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an end to the diſturbances in Armagh, yet they dare to oppoſe 


meaſures which are caloulated to put an immediate ſtop to theſe 
ſcenes of outrage. - And they would have us to believe that govern- 
ment connives at theſe outrages, although we know that government 
has brought forward and enforced meaſures directly calculated to 
reſtore tranquility. RN e facing 8 1 5 
If partiality has been practiſed by. reſident magiſtrates they are 
guilty in a high degree. But why do not the perſons. who girculate 
this aſſertion, have recourſe to the laws for redreſs ? They cannot 
deny that the. laws are ready to do them 
of à magiſtrate, a Mr. GR, Where the fact of an undus le; 
ing to one party, was proved, on trial he was puniſhed by ; 
and impriſonment. - wk en 


My friends and countrymen, I have only touched upon the ſub- 


9 
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ject of the Orange Boys, becauſe it has been publicly dragged into 


debate, as a ſort of pretext for your. not enrolling. yourſelves in 
our Volunteer aſſociations. It was made a handle for the introduc- 
tion of much acrimonious miſrepreſentation, at our late parochial 
meetings in the metropolis, I am grieved that ſuch circumſtances 
exiſt.— But I am fully of opinion that the bill brought into par- 
liament, by his Majeſty's Attorney General, for compenſating the 
ſufferers by an aſſeſſment upon the county in which they reſide, 


and the Right Hon, Mr. Secretary Pelham's bill, for æmbo hing and 


arming the Yeomanry, in conjunction with the firm and humane ſteps, 
taken by the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council and by the Ear! 
of Carhampton, as Commander in Chief, will ſpeedily terminate 
the diſorders in Armagh and ſome neighbouring diſtrictss. 

[ now cloſe with'thaſe affe&ed. Quieti/ls who have on a ſudden 


taken ſuch an averſion to arms,—and who would lull us into a fatal 


ſecurity upon the ſtrength of their doubts of the enemy's deſigns 
againſt us. I demand of them upon what evidence do they ground 
their doubts of the; enemy's: plans againſt our country? Do they 
doubt that we are engaged in a bloody and dangerous war with France, 
Spain and Holland, the three greateſt maritime ſtates next to the 
maritime power of the Britiſh Empire. Do they doubt the ſenti- 
ments of implacable hatred and jealouſy which our combined enemies 
bear to the Britiſh Empire, of which we form fo fair a portion ?— 
Do they doubt the cry. of fury which for four years has reſounded 


In the Legiſlative Halls of the French Republic - that cry of venge- 


arce and deſtruction which has been levelled at the ſiſter kingdoms, 


by all of their ſanguinary leaders from Briſot and Roberſprierre down 


to Reubell and La Revelliere Lepaus ? If, in their fierce contentions. 


for the power of their own country, they have reviled and calum- 


niated, and butchered and torn. each other to pieces with the merci-, 


leſs and ſavage ſpirit of gladiators in a bloody arena, yet in one point f 


their factions have all agreed. On it they are of ane mind. The 


ferecious ſentiment of hatred to England, and to her filter e 
lam 


has equally animated them all. Againſt England. —againſi Ir, 


juſtice, In the recent caſe 


they 
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they arm all their powers; again/t us they combine all their re- 


ſouroes their implacable animoſities and their deſperate projects. 
Againſt England —againſt Ireland, ſince our glorious victory of the 
firſt of June, ſo difaitrous to their fleets, they labour with inceſſant 
and redoubled activity for the reſtoration of their marine. Upon 
this favourite object they employ every mechanie art and every 
ſcience z they force every invention; they exhauſt the wide range 
of the human powers. To haſten the execution of their grand 
plan, they have diſtributed the ſeveral parts neceſſary for the for- 
mation of a ſhip, to the villages in the Departments. After theſe 
models the villagers and peaſantry are employed to work. The 
different cr when rudely faſhioned by their hands, are forwarded 
to their Dock- yards to be finiſhed and put together. From all 
their hills and mountains, through the wide extent of their dominions, 


from the Alps to the Pyrennees, their woods and foreſts deſcend to 


the ſeas, transformed into tranſports and veſſels of war for their pro- 
jected embarkation. They are not ſatisfied with converting mechanics, 


artificers, and laborious men of every claſs into ſhip-builders and 


mariners. They have, by an embargo upon the ſhipping in their 
ports, ſeized upon all their able ſeamen to reinforce their armaments. 
Their foundries, their forges, and the work-ſhops in their atſenals, 


reſound with the ſtrokes of the hammer, with caſting and proy ing 


cannon, forging fire- arms, and every other warlike and maritime 
preparation. Their journaliſts unable to conceal their hopes exultingly 


announce to Europe the near approaching criſis againſt our country. 
They anticipate the completion of their plans for our ſabjugation 


by ſpeaking of their ſtate, in oppoſition to ours, as an avenging 
Rome purſuing the fall of the medern Carthage. By what, Sirs, 
do you think, they are moved to draw this compariſon where there 
are ſo few traits of reſemblance ? The anſwer is eaſy. By their 


implacable hatred and by the formidable reſources of the Britiſh 


empire, which are the cauſes of that enmity. Whatever is now 


wanting in the refemblance the hope to ſupply by that cataſtrophe of 


our deſtruCtion at which they aim. They figure to themſelves the 


barbarous grandeur and univerſal dominion of the ancient Romans, 


as about to be revived in the ferocious career of their own republic. 
To us Sirs : they defign a far different fate, they hope, to rea- 


lize in our fortunes, the Tad hiſtory of the African ſtate, a naval. 
empire ſubverted, a country (plundered and defolated, a mighty 


people ſlaughtered or enflaved. | 
Let not a fatal reliance, fed by falſe ſuggeſtions, induce you to 


ſlight their deſigns as impoſſible. They are impoſſible againſt an arm- 
ed people. They can only become poſſible againſt a people unar med, 


unprepared and undiſtiplined. What is our firſt danger : The lind 


preſumption of the enemy. What the next ?—A fond ſecurity on our 


own part. It is the duty of a people, threatened with immediate 
hoſtility, not to deſpiſe any danger in order to be guarded effectually 
every where. The daring ſpirit of a fanatic foe ſecs no obſtacle be- 
| CS tween 
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tween him and the accompliſhment of his hopes. Seas, rocks, tem- 
peſts, oppoſing armaments, and the perils of the wintry ſeaſon are 
forgotten in the hope of ſtriking a blow againſt the vitals of. our 
empire. Sirs, we muſt confeſs; that this is the true ſpirit by which 
great objects are atchieved. It is the ſpirit of a mighty aſſailant, 
who knows that to overcome great dangers it is neceſlary to deſpiſe 
them. He dares every thing and thus accompliſhes many things. 
By frequently = gy - againſt improbabilities he ceaſes to think 
any. thing impoſſible. Founding all his meaſures upon the law of 
force he aims to ſubdue all other ſtates by that terrible law. Such 
are our enemies; a people active, capable, deſperate and enterpriz- 
ing; prond, fiery and hurried into frenzy, by he fatal rage of ſpe- 
eulative ſyſtems ; a people, who from the very outſet of their re- 
volution have continually outraged every ordinary rule of conjecture, 
every law of God and man; and this, in a way without principle, 
without humanity, without parallel in ancient or modern times. — 
Such, indeed, are the enemies with whom you. are at war, whom 
you are to awe or to encounter. They are, indeed no lukewarm, no 
impotent foes. Their ſoldiery is compoſed of men who fly to the 
armies as to a refuge from ſcarcity, from bankruptcy, and from the 
_ pillage of requiſitions, rendered more frightful by the robberies and 
deſpotiſm of commiſſaries and proconſuls, in the departments. To 
theſe unfortunate men a ſtate of hoſtility againſt a foreign power, 
is preferable to a ſtate of civil warfare in their own country. They 
are glad of any opportunity to eſcape from dreadful ſuſpicions, 
impeachments and proſcriptions, which take away from life its 
ſecurity, and from property its value. Such are the horrid conſe- 
quences of launching upon the unknown ocean of political experi- 
ment, without rudder or compaſs. Frenchmen have learned, by 
late experience, that there is no tyranny ſo dreadful as that which a 
people ſuffer, when delivered up to the ſavage caprices of the un- 
bridled multitude. They now know that all other evils are light, 
compared to the aſſaſſinating miſrule of deſperate factions, involving 
all the hideous crimes of anarchy under the name of liberty. The 
exceſs of their internal oppreſſions produces the extreme of their 
external force, as the more than mortal force of a maniac is cauſed 
by the diſorder which preys upon him. While the pale and emaciat- 
ed victim exhibits a frightful ſpeQacle of malady, he baffles and 
defeats the united efforts of many men, in the full poſſeſſion of their 
health and vigour. In like manner the mightieſt powers of Europe, 
unwilling to invade the rights and properties of their ſubjeQs, and 
employing only their ordinary lawful reſources, have been ſtaggered 
and almoſt brought upon their knees, by this lunatic Republic. Its 
miſerable inhabitants are firſt made ſoldiers by neceſſity, and their 
rulers are afterwards neceſſitated to find either conqueſts or graves for 
them abroad, to prevent their turning their arms againſt their fluc- 
tuating government at home. Thus, flying from exploſions in their 
own ſtate, their immenſe maſſes of population ruſh forth forih in 
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country; and that he Would uſe 4 his influence to prevent others. 
from arming, to defend-it at the moment when his countrymemwore - 
arming, in obedience. to the all of their King and Partament; for 
the common defence. en „ 9900, JR de eat avtaqtus 
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ſuch declaration, in any country, where the Tovereign is belaved/and- 
Kg where the maziſtrates are reſpeced and the laws obeyed 
the reaſon. is obvious. No man could hazard ſuch declaration and 
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Tbave ſtated what theſe men dare abt avow,, . I will now ſtate two 
de a5, and which they 4% up to. 
| themſelves'; they 


*F 


will not arm 


* — 


21. Tbey declare that 


earneſtly diſſuade others from arming in our Volunteer Aſſocia- 


tions : they-endeavour to depreciate our Patriotic Soldiery, individu- 
render them unpopular with the multitude... ;. {plot 
and, But, at the fame time, to cloak their real. principles and 


ally and golleRively, to throw a, damp upon their ardour, and to 


_ obje& from the public, they declare that they do not believe that the 


enemy mean to invade us; they would have us to remain in perfect 
ſecurity: and they aſſert, that the plan of arwing the people is 
a trick of Government, to create a ſulſe alarm, for a finiſler purpoſe. 
What difference is there in the principle. of theſe two lan points 
of declaration and the two former ? I anſwer nothing. In principle 
and in eſfaci they are equally hoſtile to Ireland. They only differ in 
their modes of expreſſion. But, of the two, the bold and open 
enemy is always by far the leaſt dangerous. By making his evil 
purpoſes known, he, at once, incurs the penalties of the law, and 
s'the power of influenging the friends to the peace and welfare of 
the Kingdom. The man who would daringly venture to aſſert, that 
be knows his country to be threatened with an invaſion, and that he 
is determined not to arm in her defence, but to prevent others from 
arming, and by ſo doing, to betray her an caſy prey to the invaders— 
ſueh a man would be a ſafe and almoſt an honeſt man, when compared 
with the 4 jugling  ſamular,” who moves to the ſame' treaſonable 
ject, but denies his intention, and covers his atrocious purpoſes 
. the maſk of a cal for the intereſts of humanity, and a love for 
{Country's + = 4290601 "a 1 52 . 'R 5 oY 7 11 
J would be ſorry to be at all miſunderſſood in any part of thi 
addreſs. ede 72 me to 22 what. only applies to certain 
1:ſans, who profeſi a different religious creed, applied to any portion 
2405 Tabel lila. Their loyalty is the It eannot 
be ſullied by individual detraction, nor does it need the aid of indivi- 
dual eulogium. Independent of all partial conſiderations, of al 
mans yard bn pooh it reſts upon the proud and broad baſe of. its own 
merits. But I am nat fatisfied, with this explicit declaration. Men, 
who are imereſted 10 2 the intended eſſects of this addreſs, 
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will charge me with mi 7 the condu& and intentions of my 
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_ Cathalic countrymen! Te ate this, I -diſcJaim ſolemnly and 


utterly; the! moſt diſtant iden of any inſiuation againſt, their feeling? 
or-their intentions. Their collective character falls me, as it ought, 


wih a ſentiment of roverence, becauſe it is the charaQer of the 


greater portion of my Countrymen. Lo impeach. them is in the 


their Religion, nd; the prece ts © their Church, Are cal. 
culated to render them good and faithful ſubjects; to teach them 
obedience to the Laws and to public. Magiſtrates; te infpire then 
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with a reſpect for the Legiſlature, and with an undiſſemhled loyalty 
and affeftion for their Hg w gs nh ns 

But unhappily there are evil Cotmſellors who have tendered a 
pernicious advice: to the Catholics. , The. would perſuade-them to 
adopt what they term, A NEUTRAL CONDUCT, in the preſent 
criſis of our Country: to ſee her in danger but to feet a deubt of 
ber danger. Under the colour of this doubt they would have them 


to refuſe to arm againſt the common enemy. Thus they hope to 
palſy her | 29 960 of defence, to produce un exaſperation of the 


public mind, 25 Catholic diſcontent, and a Proteſtant alarm, to 
embarraſs the Government and the Legiſlature. They almoſt openly 
tell us, that they ſeek to intimidatèe and compel them to agitate a 
queſtion of Catholic intereſt, -at a moment of public danger, when 
the Catholics of Ireland are ſilent upon the ſubject; when not even a 


» 1 


ſolitary petition, from any few individuals of their perſuaſion has been,” 
ore Parlia- 


in any mode, laid before his Majeſty's, his Viceroy, or bef, 
ment; when the eto individuals of their body, who ſeek, by underhand 


means, to ſecond this agitation, have made no tender of their readineſs to 


arm in defence of their country; and when, by the active machinations 
of ſome, and the unaccountable ſupineneſs of others, they furniſh a 
ſort of colour for the moſt painful ſurmiſes in the breaſts of the oldeſt 
friends, and earlieſt advoeates of the Catholics of Ireland.  _ 
With the deepeſt concern I perceiye that the pernicious advice of 
which I ſpeak, has been, in a great meaſure, adopted by a certain 
number of Catholic individuals. Some of theſe. men have for many 


years influenced, and now attempt to change the conduct of the Catholics 


of Ireland. The preſent moment therefore calls for an important 
deciſion. It is eſſential to the Catholic intereſt and character, that 
the individuals to whom I allude, ſhall. either immediately adopt an 


oppoſite conduct, or, it behoves the Catholics of Ireland inſtantly 


to withdraw from them all political confidence; to ceaſe all further 


political correſpondence with them; to hearken no longer to their 


ſuggeſtions; and to be no more influenced by their counſels. 
I eannot, without extreme violence to my own feelings, ſpeak my 


ſentimer ts on this ſubject. I cannot, without the utmoſt pain, reflect 
upon the late proceedings of men, for whom I have ſo long felt _ | 


ſentiments of reſpect and affection. With many of the individua 


who now ſeek to influence the Catholics, I have the honor of being 


perſonally acquainted. I ſet the higheſt, value upon their private 


character, and Þ entertain a due reſpect for their talents. Although 
I differ from them in principle, I may (hill think that they mean well; 
but 1 e that I conecive them, to be at preſent, in 

at they are abuſed, by ſhews of F vithout 
ſincerity. I have reaſon to be of opinion that they are deceiyed by 
men, who think contemptibly of Ae polirical and re: 5 | 


but who find it convenient-to affe& a reſpeQ for both, ta. 


into extremes, for their own purpoſes. Such men ſeek to excite - 
12 OE, I them 


e fach, 
uſh. them 


oo 
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Udi to Dun of biſcotteinty/ in order 10 wield their ds aud their 
diſcontents a aſt the government of the country. ELSE | 
It is again 8 il Counſellors that I wah franknef, "i 5 
N „with t ſolemn earneſtneſs; or the Catholic character, 
anck for the wolfare of my obuhtry. Wodld to God, that 1 chu, 
find oe language more forcible, more perſunſrvre, and mort conciliating 
tlian another! I would gladly-make wc af it to ita preſs thy ſentiments 
upon you, my countrymem But, in whatever mode addreſs you, I 
can never forget that lam myſelf; but an Bumble individual; although 
pehettaret with ſentiments of profound reſpect and regard which ! 
= felt from my carlieft days, and nick ! cant r * for ſo : 
arge a portion of my countrymen. | 
IV. But, we are told; that it is neceſſary bur che Catholics to pt 5 
a neutral condutt, in the preſent eriſis, in onder to obtain an e 5 
which they Yatitly claim ö em the Government and the" Legiflature..; 
1 will" Calm thit - advieg. It uffigns h bttv, for the 
adoption of a 1 cenuluck, ant at points out A biet, to be 
„ Thus fpeeioufly propoſed, it i calculated bor: 
ge opinſon of the Dy and-the . 5 
4 . porbery,' by whieh the people :of-amy:countey. po 
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kt ahd f Ives 400 2 to our — 9 it 
ddtretiiy tends, 8 t6 promote and invigorate theſe lauda- 
ble felis, the minds of the multitude This is one of its 


immediate g ood confequences.' Even upon this fingle conſideration, 
in 4 Teal” when 'prin6iples of inſuborditation” * inſurrection ate, 
inciuſtrioufty diſſetumated, it is the intereſt of every Cutholic to adopt 

tee pe of _ "which muft; ſtrongly: eounteratt the effects of 
t 


1660s priteiples. The vigour and permunenvt ofylaws are 
Refi e poſſeſd ihelr livds and property, in a 
us rhe-Cathblies:acquivean addltibnał fechrity for 
End property dy eondudting themſelves ſo às to 
pe Tor. the” Legedlatereg a: fubmiſſion-+for the Laws, 
it of foyalty-t6 du Gracious Sovortign. Vet there 
are be 5 "them - to act againſt this' true faber, Ak: 
their 
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a imme diate intereſts, their eventual: ſafety, and the precepts af 
their religion call upon them to purſues: ©: - 
The ſecond of theſe; mr derer bab ovale which Cyrholie Are 


counſelled to adopt, canon operate hy tun MS. Kirnt threat. 


It tends to recall, if nat, in ſome menſuge te realize. old-appre- 
henſions of Cathahon diffaffection and to ſtrengthen remaining 
prejudices. in the Ptotnſtant mind. 
and a ſentiment of ciſtruſt — earn "yp galeulated to, ſhake 


public; confidcuer;; 0 v ſtrike at. huhlis ce dit, and, to oftrengsbex'- the | 
5 time — . 


deſparutr hopexiafin Ripmblicenfottion an ret foxtzotin a 
dope ; $ocifedr. ape wounds Which; nn 
healed, I kopey «never: ageie- tonſuffeg: H- an en ee. 
tation! bil — MN II 2197 Hue byS$tvie6s avis! i hb 1 tal 
Withs vc ſpock to the effedt of this area's pi if an ee 
reſorted to, eve n bug partially, a5 an ehren 
not reaſon ta qpprahend chat it may be e pie 
diſaſfe t ion to the: form of the gonſtitution ? 1s thaxe on 


but tob much taufe 40 fbat, that it ma yrAhus prove fat tally, injurious to 


your .cauſe; ta wur character, and te 7000; hone interests. 
anſwer. my coutaymens.. that; you are, e 
imputations chat and Jo; wholly. unfounded. a I rejoico in t 
your loyalty. unb Sn r — 4 of, 3 
marer at th prſunt : c ciſis to injure herd than to a a neutr 

to refuſe to-armiwhed.aur “jf; is 4hreatened wit ge and 5 


by an; invading; dbemy Nu Cettainiy little more. 45; in he power. — | 


danuſtic enemy g1;exteipt.that of a ſecret traitorous onen 
theenem 


N. <1 (1130 14a. 40 — N Aar aun c ovidldo | 


tho þ how 
by your pubic neworg FM . 1 


faßt of your.) 


But admitting in agi fh £yl 
ate ydur fein irnetade ho knen ben 
confeſs," that ãt d bheiqpar traf leyaltxunpon dhe very HU e 
E danger, en manifeſt a zealous forwardaeſs Marr — 

defence... You. yourſelves, exhibitede this noble, N. 
2 during the American war; hen there was Fee eaſon 


for Maha a5 appr ehem danger e 0 Ly Lonely | 


judged ay Was:a' happy 2 to. diſplay et Tg 


count! n armilg-itaguatd here f ae a yen 
| Ke: ct France Addober Allies then exp My . 64 
ftem diſtunt Ubfesse ta ageste any See , this. 


Mand::: Tn the; Baſt Jodie. ſeads:ithe; French Co 


Heir, 
maiatained al formidable gqualit) with ou Admiral H heir 
TR 3 he hae 


heftile/views againſt aut Wedt- India Iſlands, 2 
ownpolle ſſions in int quarters: coguplied the ſervices fa large portion 


of the French and Spaniſh Marine, With conſiderable land force. 


France hae aiio, ta midtain à fleet upon tho: American. aoaft, and an 
rmy to:co<o petite with gur revolted. calonies upon our on territory. 
In the Mediterranean. our onemies flegis were - employed in the 


ons then had lf 3 ble commerce, Which 
een 8 employed 


Lau praducꝰ a: mj dread 


and. that ; you., diſdain | 
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Steed number of her ſhips of war as convoys. If, for a moment, 
' ſhe appeared ſolicitous to gain a 'naval ' ſuperiority in the | Britiſh 
| Chanel; it was only a political maneeuvre calculated to excite a falſc 
alarm' in Eagland.— The Combined Powers only ſought by this means, 
to prevent our detaching reinfordements to our fledts on the American 
ons Fer to _ ns while, by de away the — 
gland to Home, planned opportunities of uetaching a wer ul 
| force of their 'own to thoſe diſtant! #iud | la. Sb 464464. N £ 
Ter chough alf theſe cireimfiances then - exiſted to de 
Ireland "that ſhe" had little caUuf to 1 a deſgont from the 
enemy, you. did not then adopt a neutrality. When the public mind 
_ conceived that it was neceſfary to guard againſt any poſuble 2 
you without heſitation coaleſced with your countrymen.—Although 
e eee under rie grituvous werght of the Henal Code, vou 
of your” ſufferings. / "Without ſhewing any:ſenſe of that oppreſſive 
burden, with à cordial heart and a light and chearful ſtap, you ſprang 
into "the eld: of arms and of glory, in the: prouũ ranks of eur 
'F W we Bork If any man was now ſo: bold as t aſſert that your 
N. tha to guard oountry, wa vr #dayal conduf?, you 
would with jaſticoturn your whole indignation upon him. Alas my 
friends, you win par don mo if L cannot help aſł ing with forrow and 
ng how then can ary Carboljt n 
ho would 5 yOu now to adopt an oppoſitt-contdu.to that which 
vou adopted during the Amoriean ar If you feel that your arming 
| formerly to ä icht And neceſſary, ſurely;,you 
2 1 who-would-now. adviſe yu to 
obſerve a xeutrality, — to arm when your country is threatenea 
wink @tmore mediate, and a much greater danger 1H 
Hos, „Sig Will thoſs men, WhO aſſume to themſelves the — 
your Counſellors, reconcile theſe alarming F T0 give 
even a colour-of propriety, to your now adopti what they call a 
vautrality, they muſt declare Ring your arming'as”\ umcers during 
the American'war was an wnwarrentable meaſure:f 2 prove that. the 
4 adoption 'of a ntutrality #idw would not be a Hayn — they 
muſt prove that your es ormerly armed to defend your country, 
was a” pr proceeding. is the [dilemma to which they are 
reduced! They will think rightly of it, bechuſe they are atcuſtomed 
to overlay all difficultics,-and fo remove all Hut your 
intpartiaÞ eonfidefition wf form a 2 opinion. 7:Ske>to what they 
would lead you} In order Io induoe e tout a criminal part — 
your count: rotor th to aeduſe yourſelves as 
criminult, for having Sit obeyed the be laws God and Mn, in 
defence cf. your King and Coutitry as 
They aſſert chat you can adopt a e alhough they well 8 
that ſuch u meaſure would be 4 dire? and flagrant hoſtility againft your 


country. * How, Sirs, can two millions, or perhaps a greater number of 


Irihmen; Ae a neutral te; * when raland, Mar rn, is in danger 
trom a 2 PR: No — friends, thers: is' not'a poſſibility of 
e Your 
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your ſtanding neutrals in the preſent criſis. There are but two charac- 
ters in which you can appear. As armed Volunteers, mingled in the 
ranks with your Proteſtant countrymen, you muſt either menace the 
foreign enemies of Ireland, or as a ſuppoſed: domeſtic enemy, you mult 
give a-hope and colour to their enterprize. You muſt, as a well-affeQ- 
ed, loyal, gallant people, form an impregnable rampart to your country, 
ſcattering doubt and diſtraction into the Republican councils, and deſpair 
and conſternation into their fleets and armies ; or, as a body of ſuppoſed 
malcontents, you muſt menace Ireland, and hold forth a ſilent ſignal of in- 
vitation to the invading armaments of her enemies. By no perverſion 
of common ſenſe, by no powers of ſophiſtry can this advice of a 
neutrality be defended. What a time for neutrality, when your kindred, 
your friends, and your property, are threatened with deſtruction by 
the dreadful: viſitation of fire, ſword, and ſpoilation |! | 
A neutrality, —like that of the Members 1 * the Belly, in the 

fable, by which both the. Belly and the Members periſhed -A 
neutrality, — for the paſſengers in the feerage, when the veſſel is in 
danger, as if they are not equally expoſed to ſuffer with thoſe in the 
flate cabin. — A neutrality, for perſons who dwell in the attic ſtory, as 
if they can remain in ſafety, while their fellow, lodgers are conſumed 
by flames in the lower apartments. Impoſlible, Sirs, this neutrality, 
were it adopted, would become a fatal web of ſhame, guilt and 
deſtruction.— It would prove a ſnare, a deluſion, and a treachery 
againſt yourſelves; an impeachment of common ſenſe, a crime 
againſt nature, and a treaſon againſt your country _ | 
When a common duty calls for common preparations for the 
general defence and ſafety, he who make no preparation himſelf, 
cannot be ſaid to do nothing. He does worſe. Not to fulfil a great 
duty is to be guilty of a great crime, and as the common defence is 
the highe/t of all ſacial duties, he who wilfully negleAs that, is guilty 
of the highe/t of all ſocial crimes. Nor is it in the nature of man, 
that he will ſtop ſhort at that violation. He cannot remain filent upon 
the ſubject, while he remains in ſociety. His condu@ will be 
publickly canvaſſed. He will thus be called upon, either to admit that 
he is criminal himſel7 in not arming with the general preparation, and 
that thoſe who arm are meritorious in ſo doing ; or he muſt endeavour 
to vindicate himſelf and to impede the general preparation, by con- 
demning thoſe who adopt a conduct contrary to his, in arming for 
their country. At all events, as a moral agent, he will ſtruggle to 
eſcape reproach, by any unworthy and guilty excuſe; either by 
denying the exiſtence of the public . or by inſinuating that the 
laws and conſtitution are not worthy of a defence on the part of the 
people. Theſe two aſſertions are equally criminal and injurious. 
The one tends directly to chill and relax our defenſive energies ; the 
other to ſpread the ſpirit of diſaffection, and thus to furniſh encourage- 
ment. and reſources to the common enemy. | 

. Catholics, convinced of your candor, of your good ſenſe and of 
your loyalty; I again ſeek to n this momentous truth upon pe” 

5 | there 
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there is no neutrality for you in the preſent eriſis. Do you think that 
if the ferocious enemy were landed upon our coaſts, they would 
make any diſtinction between Catholic and Proteſlant property? 
No, Sirs. The miſerable examples of their rapacity in Holland, in 

Belgium, in the ravaged plains of Germany, and in the plundered 
_ cities of Italy, tell as 0 contrary. Wherever they have carried the 
ſcourges of their power, it has fallen upon the land like a devouring 
flood or fire. It has deſtroyed every thing alike, reſpeCing neither 
age nor ſex, nor party nor perſuaſion, neither right of perſonal 
property, nor hereditary poſſeſſion. Can we ſuppoſe that theſe 
e plunderers would a& ina milder way in our country. Alas 
no. Perhaps hopeleſs of retaining Ireland, in the firſt attempt, as a 
conqueſt, plunder and devaſtation are their immediate objets. They 
could only ſubſiſt their armies in Ireland, by the plunder of the country. 
Your Catholic gold and filver, your rich furniture, your private 
property of every kind, with the beauty of your wives and daughters 
and female kindred, would prove as powerful temptations to French 
Fraternity as if they belonged to Proteſtants. But what do I fay ? 
You know that theſe impious men are accuftomed to hold the faith of 
thriſtianity in deriſion; that, from the firſt, they aimed at its extixction; 
—that if they purſue the members of one chriſtian perſuaſion with 
more hatred than another, it is the Catholics whom they have thus 
purſued, perſecuted, and loaded with their moſt barbarous and fanatic 
enmity. They have overthrown a hundred thouſand Catholic 
altars in France—they have ſlaughtered, reviled, and driven into 
Exile, more than a hundred thouſand, if not the whole, of the 
Catholic prięſtbood of their own country. After having firſt formally 
endeavoured to aboliſh chriſtianity, finding that impoſſible, they now 
barely allow it a naked, beggared, and ſervile exiſtence. They 
publiely treat it as an impoſture, an impotent illuſion, cheriſhed only 
by weak minds, and by no others. A ſentiment of horror and indig- 
nation fills my breaſt when I trace the dreadful fact, that, in the new 
republic, the church and the brothel are placed under an equal ſanction. 
They are equally telerated as neceſſary evils. Thus theſe ſangumary 
infidels hope to ſee the chriſtian religion expire between a murderous 
perſecution, and a cold and contemptuous permiſſion.—O ſhame ! 
O ſorrow ! O eternal infamy to Frenchmen ! 8 loſt, unhappy oountry 
of France, victorious over ſo many nations, but for ever diſgraced 
and vanquiſhed by thyſelf! . 

Well might BRISSOT, the philoſopher, the infidel, and the 
regicide, on read tp. the hideous work of his own hands, cry out, 
Juſt before he * e by that anarchy which he contributed to produce. 
& A republic ftands on bad ground, where, at its very beginning, the 
CHANCES OF A MAN'S SUCCESS ARE ALL IN FAVOUR 
OF CRIME, and AGAINST VIRTUE,” ——Well might 
CAMILLE DESMOULINS, the accomplice and the butcher of 
the Briſſetines, cry out, when glorying in the blood of his King 

« [t has been thought with the legiſlators of old, that VIRTUES 
were the NECESSARY BASIS OF A REPUBLIC, the eternal 


gliry 
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glory of the JTACOBIN CLUB IS TO HAVE FORMED ONE 
rom VI CHS. But the revolutioniſts could not do otherwiſe. The 
ſentiments by which Frenchmen were taught to love and reſpect their 
King, were founded in the precepts of chriſtianity. The obedience 
which they paid to the laws of their — was founded in an 
obedience to the divine laws. The ſecurity of Thrones, of pnblic 
authorities and of legiſlators, is founded in rel'gion, in an affection for 
its miniſters, and a reverence for the altar. This our [rifþ reformers 
well know. This is the real ſource of their zealous circulation of 
Pain's Age of Reaſon, againſi chriſtianity ; this the French Regicides 
well knew, :.nd they availed themſelves of their knowledge. They 
took an eff tual mode to ſucceed in their dreadful projets. Aiming 
to ſeize ur on the power of the ſtate and the wealth of their country, 
they exhouſted every infamous art to efface from the nation a reſpect 
for religion, for public worſhip, and for the miniſters of the altar. 
By polluting the public mind with frantic doQrines, they prepared the 
multitude for the commiſſion of the crimes which they meditated. 


Thus they ſacceeded in the murder of their King in the maſſacre and 


proſcription of their nobility and of their clergy—in the deſtruction of 
the laws—and in an immenſe ſeizure of public and private property. 
It is true they afterwards were under the neceſſity of apparently 
attempting to reſtore a ſenſe of the Divinity in the public mind, by 
decrecing that there is a God, —But that decree, in proving that 
a confederacy of ATHEISTS had rendered that great truth a dbubt- 
Jul point with the nation, only ſtands as an eternal monument of the 
frantic impieties of a people abandoned to the dreadful domimon of 
the factious multitude. They did not paſs this decree through a 
ſenſe of the divinity. Their motives were of an oppoſite kind. — 
They felt that man without religion is only qualified to herd with 
Lions and Tigers ina wilderneſs ; that he is unfitted for ſociety, and 
for ſubordination. They became ſenſible of this at the moment 
when they ſought to ere& their own dominion. They were therefore 
compelled to admit of ſome eternal foundations for the public mora- 
lities. They do not appear to have add from a religious ſenſe or 
from belief, but from neceſſity, from ambition and criminal policy. 
They admitted the exiſtence of the Supreme Being in order to awe 
that fierce multitude which they were otherwiſe hopeleſs of re- 
ſtraining 3 but they derided and decried revealed religion, and the 
deetrines of chrgftanity, becauſe they were conſcious that the 
ſacred precept&;Muſt inſpire an abhorence of + ror and muſt 
prove an invmcible obſtacle to the progreſs of their audacious . 
deſigns. - | 
Bur 00 they ſtop there? Do the men who proclaimed to the 
world that, ** Death is an eternal ſteep.. who ſought to tear from 
man his beſt hope, to fink him to the condition of the brute creation 
and by the vain and wild lights of falſe philoſophy, to impreſs upon him 


that his exiſtence is merely animal, momentary, and to terminate in 


horrible annihilation, do they _ to deftroy chriſtianity in France, 


% 
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the Hun, his predeceſſor,” has for twelvemonths boaſted that he will. I 

extinguiſh the Papacy. He thus hopes for ever to overthrow g 

chriſtianity, by ſtriking down the central point upon which he vainly 1 

conceives that the Catholic religion depends. Can we ſuppoſe that c 

the French Directory would cheriſh our Jriſb Priefts, after having v 
ſlaughtered and banifhed the French Clergy, who were their paſtors, 

their kindred, and countrymen ? Is it reaſonable to hope that they- ye 

: would reverence the Catholic religion in Ireland, after having ſub- 4 

i verted it in France; after having decried and endeavoured to annihi- tl 

late * every part of Europe, to which they carried their deſtroying 1 

arms : X n ns $2 1c 5.54 cl 

All the higheſt intereſts of your nature are committed upon this 

| queſtion 3 they are at iſſue this moment; they ery aloud to you to 0 

arm in your own perſons, under the direction of the legiſlature, and 0 

10 to invigorate the armed aſſociations of your country by ſpeech, by 1 
I encouragement, by action, and by every enthuflaſtic mean in your 

iy power. It is for yourſelves you are to arm.; far you are yourſelves ve 

| to ſuffer or to reap the glory of the/coteſt. 1 cloſe this view of 0 

; my ſubje&, with a brief recapitulation of the Motives which are to 7 


impel you. You are loyal to your KING, . you feel. aw affection for 0 
bim as a FATHER, you are attached 6 the MO 


Holland was to effef? g revolution in the Iren Cheſts of the rich dr 
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ſubverters of the Catholic church, the enemies of all 1 evealed religion, 
the infidel race which wages war againſt chriſtanity P. 
You are of a nation renowned for heroiſm, for its gallantry of ſenti=. - © 
ment, for an enthuſiaſtic attachment to the ſofter ſex—to woman, the 
laſt, but lovelieſt gift of heaven. How then can you remain neutral, 
N when your female kindred are threatened? How remain neutral, 
: when your country-women are in danger---your country-women, 
: [MW who are dear to you, by the whole united force of the tendereſt of 
' paſſions, of the moſt powerful ſenſibilities, of the moſt holy and 
8 indiſſoluble connections? Can you, without abandoning all that is 
| great and noble and generous in your nature, abandon thoſe who are 
incapable of defending themſelves, and who have ſo. many eternal. 
claims upon your protection, by the ſacred names of miſtreſs and of 
wife, of mother and of daughter, of ſiſter and of child? | 
You have obtained the repeal of the Penal Cade, by the loyalty of 
your conduct, for an hundred years, by arming to defend your country, 
during the American war, and by the humility, of your petitions. How 
then can you remain neutral, now that your country is in danger; 
when, by that "neutrality, you caſt. an indelible ſtain upon your 
character, incur an eternal charge of diſaffection and diſloyalty, give 
ew force to expiring : prejudices againſt you, lend a hundred thouſand” ' 
ongues to the clamours of your enemies, and cover your earlieſt, ; 
our beſt, your moſt zealous friends, with ſhame and ſorrow, and '"n 
lence and conſternation ? - | 5 e 1 
In your petitions to the legiſlature and to his Majeſty ſince the 
year 179, you ſolemnly * * ourſelves, to be GRATEFUL. ; 
or the removal f even SOME of the-grievances of the penal code, | 
nd that enjoying SOME hare in the happy con/litution of Ireland | 
ou would. exert yourſelves with ADDITIONAL ZEAL, in its 
onſervation.” > Theſe are your ſolemn 2 and although you 
cre not inſtantly, and in one day, freed from the particalar grievances . 
f which you then complained, - yet you know that after full and 
olemn inveſtigation, you were freed from thoſe. grievances and 
dmitted-to ſhare in the happy conſtitutian of Ireland. How then can 
ou now remain neutral, in 'the hour of your country's danger 
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thout..@ violation- of your faith ſo ſolemnly and publickly pledged, - 
o . ſittout being guilty: of jngratitude, and thus cauſing the Proteſtants 
35 Ireland to. regret their late conceſſions to you? In caſe it were. 
d- oſſible for you to adopt a neutrality, Proteſtant Iriſhmen might be, 
TC mpted to cry out, “ When our. Catholic Countrymen ſtaggered. 
le Inder the weight of the Peng] Laws, they armed with the Proteſtants , 
VS Ireland to defend their common country. Grateful for their 
ch. ndu& on that ggcaſion, and relying upon their promiſes of gratitude, 


on their profeſfiqns of an additignal zeaf for the conſervation of our : 
ppy conflitution, we removed the burthen from their ſhoulders. , 


* ne fits produce a return of kindneſs from good minds; but lo the 
in tholies are, by the very benefits which we have conferred upon them, 
ne. 


re ranged from us than ever. They now refuſe to coaleſce in 
IS Üͤ - | 1 * ſupport 


_ © PRESENT CRISIS OF YOUR COUNTRY. Your lives, your 


. (9 ). 
2 popu oe IL. — 2 jr yer 2 Ireland: — they 
abandon and vilify t mation | ſo latel e 
and which we admitted 2 o L * 4 ETD 
Might not the ei proteffanc in the moments of | bitterneſs and 
exaſperation, if you were to adopt even partially this xextralicy, might 
he not be ternpted to exclaim, “ We have miſtaken the mode to 
cineiliute Cathofics., When oppreſſed by the Penal ſtatutes for a 
century daft they proved their uniform loyalty and ſabmiſſion to» the 
laws. When freed from thoſe Penal flatutes, they ao ſuddenly 
change their conduQ. Well then they prove to us that they are 
unfit for. further favours. They compet us to regret our late con- 
cefſions. They force us rather to ſtudy how to render them again 
ſubmiſſive, by new reſtrictions, than to hazard the dangerous ex- 
periment of ceding them further favours, whieh might render them 
more clamorous and difcontented !” e 
Onte more then I endev,éouto i & my conviction of this great 
truth upon you, — countrymen, THERE IS NO NEUTRA- 
LITY FOR THE CATHOLICS Of IRELAND, IN THE 


property and your liberty, your kindred, your' country and your re. 
Arion are threatened. In the language of the Divine — of 
chriſtianity, Ireland now cries aloud: to alt her ſons of every claſs, 
and of every religious perſuaſion. She declares that theſe who are 
not with her decidedly, with heart and with hand, in fach and 
in atom, are decidedly again her. You muſt therefore reſolvc 
my friends and quickly.” "The path of glory or of infamp is before 
you. You will not hefitate which to . You muſt either ſet 
an example of patriotiſm or of diſuffection to your Country. You 
2 n her defenſtve — ow muſt either 
hang upon her as the lifeleſs part upon a-paralytic body, or you muſt 
give ber new life and ſinew and energy, to — dike and 
wither the invading hoſts of her enemy. „ 
V. This advice of your adopting what is called a nentvel crnda? 
in or der to obtain a propoſed objet?, by embarraſſing ond intimidatin il re 
the fegiftature, originated with men who are enemies to the eſtabliſhed i 114 
wie Admit for a moment that the meaſure ſhould prove P. 
ſnccefsfo!. That is, ſuppoſe that your apparent beckwardneſs ſhouli. 
Excite an alarm upon the part of government, and an intimidation of il toi 
the Legiflature and that under this influence. partiament ſhould give Pa 
ae points, which the LEADERS of OPPOSITION demand 4i/ 
for you, or rather for themſelves, I afk you what would be vou en 
feelings upon ſuch an iſſue? Do you think that thoſe COUNCELYY thr. 
LORS would permit you tp be res to your King, or to Par 'n:: 
lament for the benefit ? No Sirs, they would not. They hav 
already declared, That all you have hitherto obtained from par 
lament, within thefe four years, has been extorred from the rejuctan 
ters, not granted by the willing affettions of government.” T he! 

would repeat the fame aſſertion to you to-morrow, —_— 


oy | | . 


TRALITY which they adviſe is dictated by he rank N upon 
nd which they eG, aud upon which // OPPOSITIONS have evar 
cht added. That is, to rob the conceſſions of the legiſfature and of 
gevernment of the merits of FREE WILL, by attributing them to 
- a ill the force of inperiaus circumſtances, to compulſien, and to fear of 
eguences is themſelves.  _ „„ | 

[ha Partiſang Who of their own will, and for their own purpoſes, 
new ſeek to force. a Catholic gue/tion into a moſt imprudent and 
unſeaſonable diſouſſion, only hope to wield that queſtion as a ſort of 
two. edged ſiuard againſi edminifiratien. Their ingonhftevay proves 
that they are equally indifferent to the ſucceſs or failure of their 
purſuit, ſe far as it concern: the Catholics. In either cafe they hope 
to ſtrengthen their on factions, by acquiring a Catholie Intereſt: 
n @ failure they are prepared to tell you, as they told you at the 
memorable meeting in Francis-ftreet Chapel, that, you ought not 
ta look to the miniſter of the day.” —“ that you ought not to look te tha 


Viceroy “ you ought not to look to Parkament”'—** and you 
ought not to look to. his Maieſix with a hope of abtaining any fuuar 
On the contrary, that, —?. you are in a ſolemn criſs, and you 
laſs, muſt, in future, drop petitianing, as toe degrading and unworthy of your 
7 are numbers” that you muſt look to QFPOSITION out of Parlia- 
and ment — that you maſt look to your own efforts, to your own 
ſolve fl concentrated powers 6s 2 muſt excite the Public voice ta ita 
fore I deepeſt done td expreſs the public diſcontent ; for, that it is enly frem the 
x ſer il indignaut ſpirit of the people, you can hate. for ſucceſs.” I will not 
You fay how far this advice has been followed, becaufe it is obvious he 
her far it has been riectad: but is is pretty plain for what purpoſe it is 
mult intended. The talſchood of it is proved by the rapid melioratien of 
and _ condition by the interference of the King, tha Parliament and 
= Gm... 0. 3 ome ati 8 IEP) gps 
«dai Os the other hand, in caſe of SUCCESS, they have only to 
Latin; 2 go ertions,—** that YOU. arc zat 70 be thankful to the 
Ain * the day for conceſÞrons 


niſter of the day f % aer to be thankful to 
prove Parliament . Nor to be thankful to his Majeſty ——for,thaty— 
houli “ nothing was given willingly” —it was given becauſe it could vat be 

witheld any longer — . it was given becauſe the Miniſter, the Viceroy, 
| give Parliament and his Majeſty, were alarmed by the appearance of yaur 


diſaſtadtion “ becauſe they were intimidated by your aſſecting a 
neutrali - by your not arming, and by the formidable-but flent 
Ire of upwards of two. milliqns of Iriſimen deſertiat thess country 
in the hour of its nl hanger” 00 wy RS 
With the dreadfu} example of France before their eyes, and at a 
fl ſeaſon. when a Republican faction exiſts in this country, povertly | 
Ml ſoaking to overthrow the Government, it is aſtoniſhing that men, 
Juho themſelves f canſiderable flake in the land ſhauld 
make uſe of ſuch criminal langyage. Yet even our debates in 
Parlisment ſtrongly breathe theſe unwarantable and groundleſs 
inſuations. They do nat as cxprefily venture to aſſert, hut they 


convey 


5 
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tonyey the ſame Tenſe to the prejudiced multitude. For to what 
deſperate lengths will not the fpirit of oppoſition carry men, even 
otherwiſe inflexibly honeſt in their purſuits ! | | 
VI. There is but one colour by which theſe groſs and dangerous 
falſhoods can be rendered plauſible, : even to the weakeſt and moſt 
prejudiced mind. That is the -circumſtance-that parliament, in the 
Fears 190. and 1791, upon the petition of a few Catholics in Dublin, 
did not at once; ina fe days, undertake to repeal all the Penal 
ſtatutes againſt the Catholics, which had beengrowing up, and were 
enacted by the policy of ſo many ſucceſſive parliaments, - ſince an 
early period of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, a length of near two 
hundred and twenty years. The whole of this accufation is no more 
than that parliament did not, ſuddenly and without deliberation, effect 
a great and important change in the ſtate. Far from being a crime 
this very caution muſt ſtand as the higheſt proof of wiſdom. Although 
ſome men of. property, through a fpirit of oppoſition, attempt to 
eſtabliſh a principle that whenever a number of perſons call for a 
change in the conſtitution, it is the duty of parliament to comply with 
their petitions or requeſts, yet they ought well to look to the con- 
ſequences of ſuch a doQarine.---If encouragement were given to every 
party who chooſe to requeſt or petition, there would never be a 
eoneluſion to the work of alteration. There would always be found 
a ſufficient number of diſcontented men ready to clamour for a change 
upon the probability of its produci -ſomething in their own- favour. 
Thus there could be no public eſtabliſnment either ſolid or perma- 
nent. The buſineſs of regular government would be at an end, and 
with it there would be an end of all ſecurity. It is certainly the duty 
of parliament, to attend to the reſpectful and reaſonable petitions of 
the people. But they are equally bound to take full time for de- 
liberation, and to weigh the nature of ſuch petitions as well as the 
probable conſequences of too haſtily granting them. Even where 
the object is juſt, the change ſhould be flow in proportion to its 
magnitude, ſo as neither to ſhock eſtabliſhed. forms of ſtate, nor to 
exaſperate ſettled prejudices. As public harmony ought to be the 
end of every meaſure of the ſtate, it is obvious that little harmony 
can” be produced by any act of the legiſlature, however juſtly<t-may 
tend to conciliate one portion, if it has a ſtrong tendency to offend and 
alarm another portion f the people. This reflection applies directly 
to the relative condition of the Proteſtants and Catholics of Ireland. 
The penal ſtatutes, growing up, as I have before remarked, from 
the times of Queen Elizabeth, a ſpace of near two hundred and 


twenty years, were oonſidered by the Iriſh Proteſtants, during 


almoſt the: whole of that period, as being founded in juſtice and 
ſtate neceſſity. The Proteftants of tlie preſent generation imbibed 


this opinion from their fathers, and they conceived thoſe very Penal 


flatutes to be the grand bulwarks of their religion, liberty and pro- 
perty. Under thoſe circnmſtances, ſurely it would have been a very 
Taſh and unwiſe meaſure in the Iriſh government, at once oy 
1 21 f 2 Without 
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ſideration. There is n which is equa 
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without any regard to the Proteflant feelings, to repeal and-annul the, 
whole Penal Code. The viſdom of vParlighent avoiding this 
dangerdus error, held a juſt mean between a precipitate aqoptiog and 
a total rejection of the prayer of the Catholic: Petition. Butifo-raptdly. 
did it coneede to the juſties of their prayer, and to the dom e, 
Catholics; that the Penal Code, the growth of upwards of tsuo centurie 
in leſt than tipo years; from Feb. 1792, was conipletely annulled. 
Thus, in the ſhort ſpace of à few months, the; |Cathdligs Were 
freed from what they expreſsly ſtated tobe a niultiphety gf crurbs 
1 and tyraunical laws.” —'They owe their relief to;the.eopcurring. 
voice of His Majeſty, of- the Iriſh Parliament and govetnment”;. 
and upon the principle that men are bound to be grateful, in pru- 
portion” to” the magnitude of the evik from which they are freed, 
But by arguments and aſſertions fimilar:ito; thoſe; which I. Rave 
herè examined, men who aſſume, to themſelves, th part of Cgun- 
ſellors to the Iriſh: Catholics, are ingeniouſly prepared: to derive ci 
from good. They hope by anticipation to rob the.paterngl, ean- 


deſcenfions of *Majeſty and he wiſdom of parliamentꝭ f; all grace 
and favour in the public eye. Their aſſertions, If attended test. S 
only render the "conceſſions of parliament a fourge of diſcontent aa 
ſorrow to the givers, by the apparent ingratizude. of dhe recess. 
To eoncede à benefit and to find the perſons, wbo profit by ity! more: 
thankfol for it, muſt inevitably be productive of diſtruſt and enmity. 
Thus, my countrymen you--muſt feel that the admiſſton of nh 
Catholics, to an equal participation of the political and ſegiſſatiye 
pow ef of the ſtate, if obtained- by alarming, intimidating, i mbar- 
e the Government, and the Legiſtature,:.could produce. neither 
conciliation'nor harmony in the country: On-the-cntrary dt mut 
be à conftarit ſeurce- of confuſion and diſcord. Y.etihanmonyi and 
conciljation are profeſſed to be the objects of theſe who:ſo:in F 
R force the queſtion into agitation at the preſent eri! 
VII. -The example of one furce/iful axpariment to extort: conceſſions 
from the Legiſlature, by the p̃rinciple of alarm, or intimidation,” muſt 
on be productive of the mot dangerons confequences to the whele 
con. nit 4 ene e 4 ks. . A t 30. :: „„ 
"This en point requires the moſt mature and i rtial con- 
to a monarchy and to a_republicy for the ends and ſecurit) of their 
dyerhiment. * It is e ential toad that the Executive ahd Legiſlative 
ower ſhall poſſeſs” the FREEDOM OF WILL. in all their acts. 
The Legiſſature, free will to make laws the Executive, free will to 
act, actording to the laut. Whenever one or the õther, or both are 
neceſſitated tõ adopt meaſures dontauf rolthuit ui choice nd through 
intimidation; from xhar moments it d or- they are, virtually and in 
effe& depoſed from their proper function and authority. They are 
ober Sd bY the* R which; be rbat intimidating power. 
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- . independent of the danger to thoſe hopes, it is more 
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hat ir may, then virtually and in ef+2, though perhaps not 
becomes the Sovereign Power and aſſumes to itſelf 5 
dee and executive authorities of the ſtate. Thus, Sirs, 
d ſee that the meaſure of neutrality or intimidation muſt be 70 re 
Mee even if, ſo far, ſueceſsful as to extort certain oonceſſions Im 
TLegillatüre. duch a ſuoceſs muſt prove more deſtructive to N 
you hh A defeat, inaſmuch;as i it muſt, inſuch a oaſe, teſd to Soeaken, I ſu 
vſtimately to. overthrow:the force of the larbs by which alone te 
your" property and lives are ſecured; it muſt tend to ruin the autho- IM" 
2 value of that legiflative power, of whieh the preſent agitators 
*the" gt que ſtion effect to. demand for, you a ſhare, as an in- 
eſtinijable W piirilegs without which you can poſſeſs neither liberty nor 
Men, who hope to obtain a conjund?-and. equal. poſſeſſion I. 
S edifice, would indeed be guiky of 'madneſs in ſęeking to 
free an entrance by ſhaking down the main-pillars.upon which the 
fabric reſts. The application of this reflection is obvious. At will 
 _V'hoge influence.the-conduft of the Catholics," in proportion to the 
fort with which it applies to their own cafe. | 
8 — mMen'who' poſſeſs. a * how important is this conſideration ! I. 
Nothing but the 7flaence-:of mwumbets, that is the influence of the W® 
222 the multitude can ever produce the intimidation of the 
Leviflative Body in any nation: Thus, whenever that intimidation takes 
place then the rerriblereign of the multitude uirtuully commentes, and 
thriP dpon, N reign can be at no great diſtance. It waits only for 
rr yo. There is no truth more certain than this, that when, 
ay bs or under whatever ſpecious pretexts, the multitude are 
— — itoFeel their — pow er: over the laws, from that moment 
the: wean ra; he country it theirs.---How- much then ought the 
Echoes to bard again; exalting the. influence of the m1 
2 — ve the. Legiſlature and the laws. The Os vin. 
_ © cheutit ck rower in 4793, by the Catholic committee; peaking only I 
oft members of, 9 — declares, Fhey know too well 4 
| how fatal to iheir hopes of emancipation any thing "like — 


thoir intereſt to preſerve peace. and good order, · than th at wo 
reg of men in the community. They hade a large ſtake in the 
much of, it. yeſted in that kind of property which is moſt | 
— expoled. to. danger from: popular tumult. The general 
committee would ſuſſer more by one weeks: hookers (thay all the 
members of the two houſos of patliament. 6 
» Children, when injudiciouſiy taught to conſider ier as A means 
of obtaining their dh ward wiſhes, crit upon all occaſions: to obtain 
2 —.— * — CR —— we, — — but grown. 
_ ANUFSHO u 2 t of objects with ſimi Anabition 
: ... conſequences. of - the 
2 political objeQ. from parlipment by appearing. 
5 % and by a the lite: which they have, been 
: e — rows of — e chilur. 1 
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bolter, who form #large majority of the people of Ireland, having 
ong thought and felt and,” in ſome meaſure, acted as a diſtin& caſt 
arty, under the aſcendancy of the Proteſtant intereſt, might, if 
ally admitted to a ſhare of tlie powef of the ftate,-contunue 'to* - 
and cel aud dt as a party; in purſuit of, a CATROLIC ; 
ENDANCY, to the diminution, danger and overthrow of the 
eſtant power and ſecurity. Thus it appears that they apprehend 
uggle muſt enſue between the two contending intereſts, which 
eventually prove fatal to the peace and independence of the 
try, by inducing/ the Iriſh wh; who are the minority = {1 
„ | „ the 
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the peqple, to ſeek for their own fecurity, in an union with England 
| Neroltheir apprehenſions ſtop here. 'Fhey are of opinion that the 
S$aholics;on the other hand, would become jealous, alarmed. and 


ed, by the: Proteſtants leaning for ſecurity, to. the very 
ar meaſure of an union with England. That in this fituation 


11 the acholtes would look abroad to a coalition with the foreign enemies 
of the Britiſh Empire, to ſtrengthen and uphold their intereſts, and to 


tal 1 muſt tend t, 


m of Catholic aſcendanoy,.. whicl 
power of the ſtate into their hands. 
at this is, at all times, a nice and delicate point of dif- 


Every candid man muſt allow that this opinigny ſo far as it i 
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human nature, it can o#ly be founded on ſome real or ſis 
x 


. Ecived, ſuch a tendency exiſts, the apprehenſions of which I ſpeak 
muſt, ſo far, appear.to be well founded, and they juſtify every pre- 


Th 
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95.2 party in purſuit of a Catholic-Aſcendancy over the Proteſtant in- 
tereſts have 


any foundation more than the general ſocial principles of 
tion to the 


gli of the Catholics, at preſent, io af ara party in Age 
government of tht country. . N i 39 5 2 2 8 op Late N 
If, after the ample favours which the Catholics have ſo. lately 
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| benefits which they {6 latcly rectived from his Majeliy——from his 
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| N are the ſole obſtacle to their boing admitted to ſhare in 
th 


e. political power of their country. It be, follows, that the 


ſtrengthebing the, obſtacles which lis between them and it. No, the 
onſy, cificacious and ſpeedy mode by which they can ſucceed is to 
remove all ſuch apprehenſions from the Proteſtant mind. This can 


on * affected by a tranguil, duti/ e a zealpus, manly and 
el difþoſition-to ſupport and inuigorate his Majeſty's government— 
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his will enable them at all times, in the words of their petition o 


1792, 
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prove thtit uniform loyalty and. ſubmiſſion to the lass. - ' | 
. \, Catholics, I copclude piace to . with an impoftant fact. In 
year 1790, Ne could not prevail upon either M i CURRAN, 
Mz: GR TT . PO SONBY, or any ont member” 7 
115 Opp e 8 in even a Petition from you to Fave. 
your vipdication, gr eſtabliſh the faR, that. hy .refi fuſed) you even 
that mal favour. Vet you then ſuffered: under all he eight of the 
Penal Cer. That Penal Code bas been ſince eatirely repealey,.- Vet, 
now, although, you: do not aſk them to ee for you, they ſeek to 
e the whole powers of Government, b Lane k-L 
Quel LED When you called upon them, . 0 were at their 
heigt” F hey re fuſed to ſerve yon, A our burden is 
light- ike. and you have. © OY Nau their ſ. 5 "they effect to 
preſt them upon you. t, ineonſiſteney is this ?---It cannot be 
Preite. Ef is the ick a 05 Party aiming at power, and eager to 
make you the t 905 and the dupes ↄf its ambition. 5 
Butthe PRE ESENT 80 TION who abandoned you in 1390 
to al the” feverities of the Penal, Code, naw ſay that 1790 was not: 
n. time to preſs the Catholic queſtion---when Ireland was at peace and 
proſperous.---I anſwer them, upon their own ground, nor is this a 
time ta preſs a Catholic 2 when we are at war With a powerful 
foreign edemy- tr yhen a re republi faction aims tõ overthrow the 
Cove „ and When a fpirie inſurrection rvades the provinte 
of Ulſter. "I affert it, wich e energetic eee of conviction +: 
whenever the the tri Proteſtant 8 at without danger to his own 


intereft be , can ads hrs Catbelts: Coun men to a ſhare in the polit tical 
N Hane the 4 Ace will bim reid, e that 2 5 

en then dle rings, to is con Ade" in : 

( your he Kwon taſk which is before ' 

you is pt ob more — diſcharge of your duty. It is your 


intereſt and your glory. To remove theſe apprehenſions you muſt 
avoid every meaſyre which 51 tend to place you in the light of an 
whgrateful „ to his Maſeſty's government. You mult ſhun | 
Whatever can exhibit you as 8 el arty, or x leaſt as a party en- 
flamed by the dangerous poluics of 12 day. Your leading men, 
in whom vou are known to place a confidence, muſt not aſſociate 
notoriaus partiſans, merehj becauſe they are ſtigmatixed for republi-- 
can principles, or have ſignaliſed themſelves in exciting a ferment. in the 
popular opinion: They mult not ſympathiſe with others. 12 8 
they lie under charges of ſedition, or are ſtrongly ſuſperted of trea- 
ſonable practices. You know that your charger.” and | intentions. caft-"; 


not of your go much. additional Oro, if { (WO, or thicty opulent, men” 925 


| for the Catholics of Ireland; ublicly i into ſuct (to; F 3 
mat * Wund) an  unſcemly. habit. N who affect to A or 
you, ought to feel What is due to you if they forget 

what they owe to themſelves. It is not at t Parochial _ _— 
cing 
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feQing not to ſee our danger of inyaſjon, and endeayouring to 
{om their countrymen from arming to defend Ireland; —it is not 
ingled with the foremoſt Leaders of Oppoſition to his Majeſly's.. 
government—with, members of a Faction, whoſe heads have fled from 
Ireland, to eſcape from trial for treaſon and conſpiracy; it is not with 
ſuch tainted characters, that Catholics who ground the prayer of their 
petition upon their loyalty, ought to be found. When TONE was: 
diſcovered to have ſoiled himſelf with e of the TRATO R 
JACK SON, your late. Committee made him "reſign the place o 
Secretary to that body. They felt that any further conneQtion with a man 
implicated in treaſon, muſt appear an avowal of their approbation of... 
his crime. They: therefore ſhook him off as an infection. They did 
wiſely. -. Copy their example in this inftanee, and Jet your loyalty ngt- - 
only de di played in your own actions, but in YOUR MAREED AB. 
YRRENCE FOR MEN OF DISAFFECTED PRINCIPLES, - 
Buy a conduct of this kind the public ferment will be ſpeedily allayed. 
All apprehenſions of what might hereafter happen, will be. done away. . 
Your Proteſtant countrymen will feel that their intereſt cannot be endan» 
gered by admitting you to a ſhare of political power. They will chear- 
fully concede to your merits, and every political and religious diſtinction 
will ceaſe to be known in the happy conſtitution of Ireland. 
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255 e De Ong DvsLin, Arx, 1997, oy 
Is page 13 I have remarked the praQtice of a certain Faction. 
„To raife the commotion, and then to charge government wick 
fomenting it, is their policy: and upon this principle, they reckon 
upon every diſturbance and exaſperation of the public mind, as a le“ 
of recruits to their regular 'forces.”---Since writing the above, the 
men, to whom 1 alluded, have, by purſuing this principle, p rely ag: 
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a ſpirit of inſurrection in the Provigee of Uliter ; and by ſtill following 
it up, and creating a neceſſity for ſtrong reſtrictive laws, they hope t 
obtain their ultimate object 4 Nepal! d 8 
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